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TO THE HONORABLE COMPANY (IN ENGLAND) 
FOR THE PROPAGATION OF THE GOSPEL IN 
NEW ENGLAND AND PARTS ADJACENT. 


Very admirable and surprising was the 
favor of Heaven unto the aboriginal natives of 
this land, when it pleased the blessed God to 
send them the glorious gospel, after they had 
from time immemorial sat in darkness and in 
the region of the shadow of death. ‘ 

Tt was still a further manifestation of Di- 
vine favor and beneficence to them, when our 
glorious Lord stirred up the hearts of many 
well-disposed people in England to make lib- 
eral contributions for the encouragement of 
those servants of his who, for the glory of his 
ereat name, and out of compassion to the 
souls of the miserable heathen, were, without 
any prospect of worldly advantage, endeavor- 
ing their conversion. 

And it was yet an additional mercy to the 


6 THEM AY EAS. 


disconsolate Indians in these ends of the 
earth, and to such also as were engaged in 
the work of gospelizing them, when the Soci- 
ety in England for the Propagation of the 
Gospel here, were by Royal Charter erected 
into a corporation, for the more effectual car- 
rying on of that great and good work. 

It is from your honorable Company so 
established, and acting on such a foundation, 
that such as are here employed for the good 
of the Indians have, under God, their en- 
couragement to that work and service, and 
direction in it. 

And among the many instances wherein 
the wisdom and. care of the honorable Com- 
pany have been manifested, none has been 
more comprehensive than their directing and 
instructing a number of honorable and rev- 
erend persons here to inspect and manage 
the work, and who do accordingly heartily 
desire and faithfully endeavor to promote the 
interest of religion among those natives of 
the land. 


DEDICATION. 7 


The work of gospelizing the heathen being 
thus primarily under your honors’ direction 
and management, it is very fit that such as 
are here employed in that service should 
from time to time give an account of their 
management, as also of their success in the 
work, and so of the good effects of what has 
been expended for the great ends already 
mentioned, and of the care and pains that 
have been taken, both by the honorable 
Company and their honorable Commissioners 
residing here. 

That my induction of examples of true piety 
is only taken from one small island, is not 
because there have not been many such pious 
converts in other places, but because I have 
not been so well acquainted with the state of 
the Indians in them as I have been there, 
where my great-grandfather, grandfather, 
father, and myself have successively labored 
for these fourscore years. 

Entreating, therefore, your honors’ accep- 
tance of this essay of mine to do my duty, 
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written at the motion of some of your honor- 
able Commissioners here, and praying that 
He who is the Lord of all would please to 
direct you in all that work and service where- 
in he is pleased to employ you, particularly 
in that of propagating the glorious gospel 
among the aboriginal natives of these parts of 
America, and giving you most hearty thanks 
for all you have hitherto done for their good, 
as well as for your favors to me, I subscribe 
myself, honorable sirs, your humble and obe 
dient servant in the work of the gospel, 


EXPERIENCE MAYHEW. 


THE 


FIVE VENERABLE MAYHEWS, 


WHO SUCCESSIVELY LABORED FOR THE 
INDIANS 160 YEARS, 1646-1806. 


Tat moral and spiritual welfare of our 
aborigines, whose inheritance we as a nation 
are how possessing, 1s a subject of deep inter- 
est to every intelligent Christian and patriot. 
By the report of the Indian Commissioner, 
they now exceed three hundred thousand souls, 
devolving on us a high responsibility to seek 
their good. 

As an illustration of what may yet be done 
to civilize, Christianize, and elevate them to 
worthy citizenship, no history of the past is 
more cheering than the authentic records of 
the labors of the whole-souled, judicious 
Mayuews, through five successive generations, 
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for the three thousand Indians which were 
found, when our forefathers landed at Plym- 
outh Rock in 1620, to be then inhabiting the 
neighboring island of Martha’s Vineyard. 

While Rey. John Eliot, the “apostle to the 
Indians,” was laboring for them near Boston, 
translating for them the whole Bible, and the 
Psalms in metre which they delighted to sing, 
Governor THomas MaynHEew purchased from 
the mother country the grant or patent of. 
Martha’s Vineyard and the adjacent islands, 
of which, with his only son, already educated 
for the ministry, he took possession in 1642. 

Both learned the language of the aborigi- 
nes, and became their ministers, as did also 
the governor’s grandson, Rev. Thomas May- 
hew, and his great-grandson, Rev. Experience 
Mayhew, and his great-great-grandson, Rey. 
Zechariah Mayhew, who successively labored 
for them in the gospel from 1646 to 1806, one 
hundred and sixty years. 

To the Rey. Expertence Maynew, a Boan- 
erges in this service, who labored in it sixty- 
Jour years, till the age of 85, we are indebted 
for a remarkable volume of three hundred 
pages, handsomely printed in London in 1727, 
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giving, down to that date, the history and 
wonderful success of their heaven-blessed 
work. The volume is dedicated, as above, to 
the Society in London for Propagating the 
Gospel in New England; it is certified by the 
author as to his care in giving reliable facts 
just-as they occurred; and attested in an 
interesting statement by eleven ministers of 
Boston: Rev. Messrs. Cotton Mather, Ben- 
jamin Coleman, Peter Thatcher, Joseph Sew- 
all, Thomas. Prince, John Webb, William 
Cooper, Thomas Foxcroft, Samuel Checkley, 
William Waldron, and Joshua Gee. That 
volume is entitled: 

“ INDIAN CONVERTS; or Some Account of the 
Lives and Dying Speeches of a considerable 
number of the Christianized Indians of Mar- 
tha’s Vineyard in New England: namely, 
Chapter I. Of twenty-two Godly Indian Min- 
isters. II. Of twenty other Good Indian 
Men. III. Of thirty Religious Indian Women. 
IV. Of twenty-two Pious Indian Young 
Persons. By Experience Mayhew, M. A., 
Preacher of the Gespel to the Indians of that 
Island.” 

All these ninety-four converts, it will be 
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observed, are Indians; and in a Supplement 
he adds a briefer notice of seventeen other 
Indian men, and nine other Indian women, 
who gave decided evidence of piety. 

The narratives of these converts are given 
in the statements of facts with scrupulous 
accuracy of detail; convincing every serious 
evangelical reader of the genuine working of 
the Holy Spirit in the heart by his conyert- 
ing and saving influences. 

The present. little volume gives ae sub- 
stance of the narratives of Governor Mayhew, 
and his son and grandson, above referred to; 
continues the brief notice of Rev. Experience 
Mayhew, author of the volume, for thirty-one 
years down to his death; and adds a sketch 
of Rev. Zechariah Mayhew, son of Rev. Expe- 
rience Mayhew, who carried forward this mis- 
sionary work for the Indians with great fidel- 
ity for thirty-nine years, till his death in 1806 
at the advanced age of 89: his father having 
lived to 85, and Governor Mayhew to 92, re- 
markable instances of longevity. 

The present volume also comprises a selec- 
tion -of thirty-five of the ninety-four Narra- 
IVES OF INDIAN Converts, including ten of 
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the Indian Ministers; five of the Good Men; 
ten of the Religious Women ; and ten of the 
Pious Young Persons, which may satisfacto- 
rily illustrate the character and Bonuiicnces 
of the Spirit’s work. 

It also interweaves such explanations of the 
localities of the Island, and other varied cir- 
cumstances, as may be of interest to readers; 
and especially perhaps to some of the thou- 
sands who now annually visit the Island at 
the attractive camp-meeting grounds near 
Vineyard Haven on the north shore; and who 
may wish to visit the graves of the ancient 
Mayhews at Edgartown near the east end of 
the Island, or to visit Gay Head, the beauti- 
ful bluff at the west end, where of late years 
the remaining Indians have been mainly con- 


centrated, or other points of interest on that 
Island. 
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CHAPTER I. 


GOVERNOR THOMAS MAYHE W—1641-1681. 


Havine been a merchant in Southampton, 
England, he was in 1636 a resident of Water- 
town near Boston, Mass., and in 1641 obtain- 
ed from the agent of Lord Sterling a grant of 
Martha’s Vineyard and the neighboring isl- 
ands, about fifty miles from Plymouth Rock, 
where the Pilgrims landed December 22, 1620. 

In 1642 he sent his only son Thomas, a 
young man of 21, well educated and preparing 
for the ministry, who, with some others, set- 
tled at Edgartown on the east end of the Vine- 
yard; and soon after the father followed and 
became both patentee and governor of Mar- 
tha’s Vineyard and the neighboring islands.* 


* Martha’s Vineyard is about twenty-five miles long 
from east to west, Edgartown at the eastern end being the 
principal village; Tisbury, the central town, including Vine- 
yard Haven the celebrated watering-place, on the north ; 
and Chilmark, the western end, including the celebrated 
bluff, Gayhead. 

Chabaquidick, at the eastern extremity, opposite Edgar- 
town, is separated from the main land by a narrow frith. 
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The plantation soon called his son to labor 
with them in the ministry ; and “his English 
flock being then small, he with great compas- 
sion beheld the wretched natives, of which 
there were three thousand or more on those 
islands, perishing in utter ignorance of the 
true God and eternal life; and God, who had 
ordained him as an evangelist for the conver- 
sion of these Indian Gentiles, stirred him up 
with a holy zeal and resolution to labor for 
their illumination and deliverance,” as will 
more fully appear in the following condensed 
pages. 

Governor Mayhew, while his son was with 
such success endeavoring to bring the natives 
to the knowledge of Christ, greatly favored 
and encouraged the work, not only by afford- 
ing his best advice, but also by laboring in a 
most prudent manner with the Indian sa- 
chems to induce them to govern their people 
according to the English laws, and admit such 
as were best qualified to assist them in goy- 
ernment; and also by affording them his own 
help, and so wisely managing affairs among 
them, that in a little time he was most highly 
esteemed and reverenced by thein, and even 
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generally looked upon as both their principal 
ruler and patron. _ 

It is an honor due to his memory, and may 
be of great use to others, to trace the steps of 
his excellent conduct. 

He tells the island-Indians, “That by order 
from the crown of England, he was to govern 
the English who should inhabit these islands ; 
that his royal master was in power far above 
any of the Indian monarchs; but that, as he 
was great and powerful, so he was a lover of 
justice ; that therefore he would in no measure 
invade their jurisdiction, but, on the contrary, 
assist them if need required; that religion and 
government were distinct things, and their sa- 
chems might retain their just authority, though 
their subjects were Christians.” And thus, in 
no long time, he brought them to conceive no 
ill opinion of the Christian religion. 

When afterwards the number of the Chris- 
tian Indians increased, he advised and per- 
suaded them to admit the counsels of judi- 
cious Christians among themselves; and in 
cases of more than ordinary consequence, to 
erect a jury for trial, promising his own as- 
sistance to the Indian princes, whose assent 
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was always to be obtained, though they were 
not Christians. And thus in a few years he 
settled a happy administration among them, 
to their great content; and records were kept 
of all acts passed in their several courts by 
such as, haying learned to write, were ap- 
pointed thereto. 

By his prudent measures and reasonings 
he brought even the princes themselves, with 
their sachems or nobles, to see the distin- 
guishing excellence of the English govern- 
ment. And in his administration he gave 
them so fair an example of the happiness of 
it, as not only charmed them into an earnest 
desire of copying after it, and coming into 
the same form themselves, but even induced 
_ them to make a public and free acknowledg- 
ment of their subjection to the crown of Eng- 
land, though they were always to be under- 
stood as subordinate princes, to govern ac- 
cording to the laws of God and the king, 
which they very much aspired to know. 

In his administration he was always, ready 
to hear and redress their grievances upon the 
first complaint, without the least delay; where- 
by he wisely prevented any ill impressions 
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from so much as ever getting into their minds 
against the English, through a neglect of jus- 
tice. Whenever he decided any causes be- 
tween them, he not only went by the rules of 
the most impartial equity, and gave them 
equal justice with the English, as being fel- 
low-subjects of the same sovereign, but he 
also took care to convince and satisfy them 
that what was determined was right and 
equal. He would not suffer any to injure 
them in their goods, lands, or persons. They 
always found a father and protector in him ; 
and so far from introducing any form of gov- 
ernment among them against their will, he 
first convinced them of the advantage of it, 
and even brought them to desire him ‘to in- 
troduce and settle it. He took care to keep - 
up the state and authority of a royal gover- 
nor, not with ostentatious pomp or show, but 
with such superior, constant gravity, and wise 
and exact behavior, as always raised and pre- 
served their reverence; and so to govern as 
that his acts of favor appeared to proceed, not 
from fear, constraint, or political causes, but 
from a gracious and condescending temper of 
mind ; and to make it evident that he was not 
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ruled by self-interest, will, or humor, but by 
wisdom, goodness, justice, reason, and the 
laws of God. 

By such wise and Christian conduct there 
was no difference between the English and 
Indians on these islands as long as he lived 
among them, which was for near forty years. 
The Indians admired and loved him as the 
most superior person they had ever seen; and 
they esteemed themselves so safe and happy 
in him, that he could command them any- 
thing without giving them uneasiness, they 
being satisfied that he did it because it was 
most fit and proper, and that in due time it 
would appear to be so. 

By such means he not only gained their 
perfect confidence in him, but also most firm- 
ly attached them to him and to the English 
interest. 

They drew a writing in their own language, 
wherein they declared that, as they had sub- 
mitted freely to the crown of England, so 
they resolved to assist the English on these 
islands against their enemies, which they ac- 
counted equally their own as subjects of the 
same king. And this was subscribed by per- 
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sons of the greatest note and power among 
them. 

This being done, the governor employed 
them as a guard in this time of imminent dan- 
ger, furnishing them with suitable ammuni- 
tion, and giving them instructions how to 
manage for the common safety. And so faith- 
ful were they, that they not only resolutely 
rejected the strong and repeated solicitations 
of the natives on the neighboring main, but in 
observance of the general orders given them, 
when any landed from thence to solicit them, 
though some were nearly related by marriage 
and others by blood, yet the Island-Indians 
would immediately bring them before the 
Governor to attend his pleasure; yea, so en- 
tire and firm did their friendship appear, that 
though the war, on account of the multitudes 
of Indians then on the main, had a very dis- 
mal aspect, yet the English on these islands 
took no care of their own defence, but left it 
wholly to these Christian Indians to watch for 
and guard them, not: doubting to be adver- 
tised by them of any approaching danger 
from the enemy. And thus while the war 
was raging on the neighboring continent, 
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these islands enjoyed a perfect calm of peace, 
and the people dwelt secure and quiet. 

This was the genuine and happy effect of 
Mr. Mayhew the governor’s excellent con- 
duct, and of the introduction of the Christian 
religion among them. 


But having thus considered him in the ex- 
ercise of his civil authority, we proceed now 
to view him in his ministerial service. And 
here we must needs return to his first access 
to the island. 

Being then about fifty-five years of age, his 
place, both as patentee and chief-ruler, obliged 
him not only to a frequent converse with the 
natives, but also to learn so much of their Jan- 
guage as was needful to understand and dis- 
course with them. And as he grew in this 
acquirement, his pious disposition and great 
pity for that miserable people led him to im- 
prove it in taking all proper occasions to tell 
them of their deplorable state, and to set 
them in the way of deliverance. 

His grave and majestic presence and supe- 
rior station struck an awe into their minds, 
and always raised their great attention to 
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what he spake; and his words were so wise 
and weighty, and expressed with so much 
concern and seriousness, as, by God’s bless- 
ing, made deep impressions cn many that 
they could never lose. Among the rest, the 
famous Pawaw* Tequanonim, who became a 
Christian in 1650, declared that his conver- 
sion was chiefly owing to some things he had 
heard from the governor, who took occasion 
to discourse to him about true happiness and 
the way thereto, which the poor Indian said 
he could never forget. 

Thus this pious gentleman concurred with 
his lovely son in his endeavors to open the 
eyes of these wretched heathens, and turn 
them from darkness to light, and from the 
power of Satan to God. 

Thus a holy zeal for the glory of God, and 
a most compassionate charity for the souls of 
this bereaved and perishing people, are kin- 
dled in his breast. They raise him above all 
those ceremonies and petty forms and dis- 
tinctions that lay in the way, and which he 
accounted as nothing in comparison with 
their eternal salvation; and he therefore re- 


* Pawaws, who pretend to cure, hurt, or kill by sorcery. 


GOVERNOR THOMAS MAYHEW. 23 


solves to do his utmost both to preserve this 
most important work and to carry it on un- 
der all external difficulties and discourage- 
ments. 

He determines frequently to visit and en- 
courage this poor people. He goes once 
every week to some of their plantations. At 
so advanced an age he sets himself with un- 
wearied diligence to perfect himself in their 
difficult language; and though a governor, 
becomes a preacher among them. 

He ordinarily preached to some of their 
assemblies one day every week as long as he 
lived. And his heart was so exceedingly en- 
gaged in the service, that he spared no pains 
nor fatigues, though at so great an age; some- 
times travelling on foot nigh twenty miles 
through the woods to preach and visit, when 
there was no English house near to lodge at 
in his absence from home. 

Nor does he content himself with the prog- 
ress which his son had happily made before 
him, but indefatigably labors for a further 
advancement. And in a few years, with the 
assistance of those religious Indians who 
taught on the Lord’s day, he persuaded the 


24 THE MAYHEWS. 


natives on the west end* of the island to re- 
ceive the gospel, who had been many years 
obstinately resolved against it, being influ- 
enced by the neighboring sachems on the 
shores of the continent; so that now the In- 
dians on the isles of Martha’s Vineyard and 
Nantucket might justly bear the name of 
Christian, the number of adults on both these 
islands being then about three thousand. 
About the year 1664, at the age of 75, he 
was greatly relieved and assisted by the Rev. 
John Cotton, who came to the Vineyard and 
preached to the English at the east end of 
the island; and having attained a consider- 
able knowledge of the Indian tongue, also 
preached to the natives for about two years. 
But in November, 1667, upon a repeated in- 
vitation, he removed to Plymouth, near fifty 
miles to the northward. 
However, Mr. Mayhew, far from being dis- 
couraged, goes on alone in the laborious work. 
And now the natives being generally brought 


* Known by the name of Gayhead, from the various 
colored ochre which makes the high cliffs appear very 
beautiful at a great distance, both on land and sea, when 
the sun shines on them. 
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over to the Christian faith, and many of them 
desiring to be formed into a church by them- 
selves, that they might walk together in all 
the ordinances and commands of Christ, this 
honored gentleman, and the Rev. Mr. Cot- 
ton, who made a journey from Plymouth on 
purpose, being fully satisfied that they were 
suitably qualified, after mature advice and 
consideration, concluded to give their assist- 
ance thereto. 

And Mr. Mayhew being a person of such 
eminent prudence and piety, and full of de- 
yout and heavenly discourse, the Indians were 
so edified and pleased with his labors, that 
they desired him, though now above fourscore 
years of age, to accept the pastoral charge 
over them. But he thought this would not so 
well consist with the prime place he held in 
the civil government, wherein they also very 
greatly wanted him, and therefore he advised 
_ them to choose such Indian pastors as he 
thought would do good service among them, 
which they accordingly did, making choice of 
Fiacoomes and Tackanash for their pastors. 

The day appointed being come, August 22, 


1670, an Indian church was formed and orga- 
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nized, to the satisfaction of the English church 
and other religious people on the island, who 
by advantage of many years’ acquaintance, 
had had sufficient experience of their qualifi- 
cations. 

At this solemnity it seems the famous Mr. 
_ Ehot was also present; for in a letter of Sep- 
tember 20, 1670, published the year after at 
London, in a tract entitled, “A Brief Narra- 
tive of the Progress of the Gospel among the 
Indians in New England in the year 1670,” 
he gives an account of the state of the natives 
under the hands of this Mr. Mayhew, and 
tells us, that “passing over to the Vineyard, 
many were added to the church, both men 
and women;” and that “the church was de- 
sirous to have chosen Mr. Mayhew for their 
pastor, but he waived it, conceiving that in 
his present capacity he had greater advan- 
tages to stand their friend and do them good, 
and save them from the hands of such as 
would bereave them of their lands, ete. He 
assured them that they should always have 
his counsel, instruction, and management in 
all their ecclesiastical affairs, as they had 
hitherto had, and that he would die in this 
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service of Christ; so that the praying In- 
dians, both of the Vineyard and Nantucket, 
depended on him as the great instrument of 
God for their good.” 

Nor did the settlement of a church with 
pastors ameng them abate his ministerial 
care or pains for these aboriginal natives; 
but this honorable and ancient gentleman 
still proceeds in the laborious work, even to 
the ninety-third year of his age, and the 
twenty-third of his ministry. This was in 
1681, when he died, to the great lamentation 
both of the English and Indians. 

Not long before his death he told his grand- 
son that the time of his departure was near 
at hand; but he earnestly desired that God 
would give him one opportunity more in pub- 
lic to exhort the English of the town where 
he lived,* which he had for some time been 
obliged to teach, through the want of a regu- 
lar minister. God granting his desire, he 
taught them the following Sabbath, and then 
took his affectionate farewell of them; and 
falling ill that evening, he said that his sick- 
ness would now be to death, and he was well 


* Edgartown, on the east end of the island. 
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contented therewith, being full of days, and 
satisfied with life. He gave many excellent 
counsels and exhortations to all about him, 
and continued full of faith and comfort and 
holy joy to the last. 

His great-grandson, the Rew Haperience 
Mayhew, tells me that when his father went 
to visit the governor in his last sickness, he 
took this his young son with him, being then 
about eight years old; and he well remem- 
bers his great-grandfather calling him to his 
bedside, and laying his hands on his head 
and blessing him in the name of the Lord. 

Though the loss of his only son in his old 
age was a great and lasting sorrow, yet by 
God’s lengthening out his life to so uncommon 
a term, he had the reviving consolation to see 
a very valuable son of that son associated — 
with him in the Indian service, to their great 
acceptance, a few years before he died. 
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CHAPTER IT. 


REV. THOMAS MAYHEW, JR.—1646-1657. 


Tus only son of Governor Thomas May- 
hew was a young gentleman of liberal educa-_ 
tion, and of such repute for piety as well as 
natural and acquired gifts, having a knowl- 
edge of the Latin and Greek languages and 
not a stranger to the Hebrew, that soon after 
their settlement on the island, the new plan- 
tation called him to the ministry among them. 

But his English flock being then small, the 
sphere was not large enough for so bright a 
star to move in. With great compassion he 
beheld the wretched natives, who then were 
several thousands on those islands, perishing 
in utter ignorance of the true God and eternal 
life, laboring under strange delusions, enchant- 
ments, and panic fears of devils, whom they 
most passionately worshipped, and in such a 
miserable case as those “ without Christ, be- 
ing aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, 
and strangers from the covenants of promise, 
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having no hope, and without God in the 
world.” Eph. 2:12. But God, who had or- 
dained him an evangelist for the conversion 
of these Indian Gentiles, stirred him up with 
a holy zeal and resolution to labor for their 
illumination and deliverance. 

He first endeavors to get acquainted with 
them, and then earnestly applies himself to 
learn their language. He treats them in a 
condescending and friendly manner. He de- 
nies himself, and does his utmost to oblige 
and help them. He takes all occasions to 
show the sincere and tender love and good- 
will he bore them; and as he grows in their 
acquaintance and affection, he proceeds to 
express his great concern and pity for their 
immortal souls. He tells them of their deplo- 
rable condition under the power of malicious 
devils, who not only kept them in ignorance 
of those earthly good things which might ren- 
der their lives in this world much more com- 
fortable, but also of those which might bring 
them to eternal happiness in the world to 
come—what a kind and mighty God the Eng- 
lish served, and how the Indians might come 
into his favor and protection. 
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The first Indian that embraced the motion 
of forsaking their false gods, and adoring the 
true one, was LZiacoomes, which was in the 
year 1643. This Indian, living near the set- 
tlement of the English, quickly grew into an 
acquaintance with them. And being a man 
of a sober, thoughtful, and ingenuous spirit, 
he not only visited their houses, but also their 
public and religious meetings; at which time 
Mr. Mayhew took particular notice of him, 
discoursed often with him, invited him to his 
house every Lord’s day at evening, gave him 
a clear account of the nature, reasonableness, 
and importance-of the Christian faith, and 
quickly brought him to a firm and resolute 
adherence to it. : 

Mr. Mayhew having gained Hiacoomes, first 
employs him as a faithful instrument to pre- 
pare his way to the rest of the nattves, in- 
structing him more and more in this new 
religion, showing him how to recommend it 
to them, and to answer all their arguments 
and objections against it. And then, in 1644, 
he proceeds to visit and preach to them him- 
self, carrying a greater and more irresistible 
light and evidence with him. And whereas 


32 THE MAYHEWS. 


at first he could not hope to be heard in pub- 
lic, he therefore begins to instruct them in a 
more private way, sometimes going to the 
houses of those he esteemed most intelligent 
and hopeful, and at other times treating with 
‘particular persons. 

And as Mr. Mayhew endeavored the good 
of these heathens, by discoursing with as 
many as were willing to have any conference 
with him, so did Hiacoomes in - particular, 
whom he from time to time directed to com- 
municate the knowledge received to those 
that Mr. Mayhew could not so easily meet 
with. And thus they united their counsels, 
and wrought together, and by the blessing of 
God soon gained some others. 

But that which especially favored the prog- 
ress of religion among them, was a sickness 
wherewith they were visited in the following 
year; wherein it was observed by the heathen 
Indians themselves, that those who hearken- 
ed to Mr. Mayhew’s pious instructions did 
not suffer so much from it, and Hiacoomes and 
his family not at all. This put the natives, 
who lived within six miles of the English, 
upon serious consideration about this matter: 
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being much affected, that he who had pro- 
fessed the Christian religion, and had thereby 
exposed himself to much reproach and trou- 
ble, should receive more blessings than they. 
Whereupon Myoxeo the chief man of that 
place, and Towanquatick the sagamore,* 
with many others, sent for Hiaccomes to tell 
them what he knew of the God which the 
English worshipped. 

At this meeting, which was in 1646, Myoxeo 
was happily enlightened, and turned to 
choose and acknowledge this God for his 
own; and ‘Towanquatick, soon alter, encour- 
aged by some others, desired Mr. Mayhew to 
give them a public meeting, to make known 
to them the Word of God in their own tongue. 
Among other incitements, he said, “ You shalt 
be to us as one that stands by a running river, 
filling many vessels ; even so shall you fill us wrth 
everlasting knowledge.’ So Mr. Mayhew un- 
dertook to give them a meeting once a month; 
but as soon as the first exercise was over, they 
desired it oftener than he could well attend. 
However, once a fortnight was the settled 
course; and as this was the first public audi- 

* Tndian chief. 
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ence among them, both Mr. Mayhew on the 
weekday lecture, and Hiacoomes on the Sab- 
baths, were constantly heard in public as sie 
as they lived. 

But Mr. Mayhew here met with three very 
ereat obstacles, 

Many strongly stood for their own meet- 
ings and customs, as much- more advanta- 
geous and agreeable than ours, in which we 
have nothing but talking and praying, and 
this in a manner too still and sober for 
them. . 

Others alleged that the sagamores were 
generally against this new way. 

But the greatest obstacle of all was the 
Pawaws. This was the strongest cord that 
bound them; for the Pawaws, by their dia- 
bolical sorceries, kept them in the most sla- 
vish fear and subjection. There were about 
twelve at the meeting who were halting be- 
tween two opinions, and others only came 
to see and hear what was done; for though — 
they had heard something of the one God of 
heaven, yet such was their unspeakable dark- 
ness and bondage to sin and the Pawaws, 
that they durst not for fear desert them; and 
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though a few were more enlightened, yet the 
natives round about stuck fast in their brutish- 
ness. | 

The Sagamore Towanquatick was exceed- 
ingly maligned by them, and in 1647 his life 
was villanously attempted for his favoring the 
Christian religion; but his great deliverance, 
with a due reflection on the villany, the rather 
confirmed him in it, and inflamed him with 
the more active zeal to espouse and assert it; 
and the meeting went on to the joy of some 
Indians, and the envy of the rest, who deri- 
ded and scoffed at those who attended the 
lecture, and blasphemed the God whom they 
worshipped, which very much damped the 
spirits of some for a time in his ways, and 
hindered others from looking towards them. 
But Hiacoomes and Towanquatick were in- 
spired with a wonderful courage and con- 
stancy; and in the following year had a gen- 
eral meeting of all that were inclined to Chris- 
tianity, to confirm and assist one another in 
their abiding by it. 

This assembly was held in Mr. Mayhew’s 
presence, and therein he tells us, that twelve 
of the young men went and took Sacochani- 
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mo, Towanquatick’s eldest son, by the hand, 
telling him they loved lim, and would go with 
him in God’s way ; and the elder men encour- 
aged them, and desired them never to forget 
these promises. And so, after they had eaten 
and sang part of a psalm in their own lan- 
euage, and Mr. Mayhew had prayed, they 
returned home with expressions of great joy 
and thankfulness. 

The next year there was a greater conven- 
tion, wherein was a mixed multitude, both of 
infidel and Christian Indians, and those who 
were in doubt of Christianity; but Mr. May- 
hew it seems was not now present. In this as- 
sembly the dreadful power of the Pawaws was 
publicly debated, many asserting their power 
to hurt and kill, and alleging numerous in- 
stances that were evident and undoubted 
among them: some asking aloud, “ Who is 
there that does not fear them?” others reply- 
ing, “ There is not a man that does not.” Upon 
which Hiacoomes breaks forth and boldly de- 
clares, that though the Pawaws might hurt 
those who feared them, yet he believed and trust- 
ed wm the great Gotl of heaven and earth, and 
therefore all the Pawaws together could do him 
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no harm, and he feared them not. At which 
they all exceedingly wondered, and expected 
some dreadful thing to befall him; but ob- 
serving he remained unhurt, they began to 
esteem him happy in being delivered from 
their terrible power. 

Several of the assembly declared that they 
too now believed in the same God and would 
be afraid of the Pawaws no more, and desired 
Hiacoomes to tell them what this great God 
would have them to do, and what were the 
things that offended him. He immediately 
renewed his prayer and preaching, in which 
he mentioned forty-five or fifty sorts of sins 
committed among them, and as many contrary 
duties neglected; which so amazed and touch- 
ed their consciences, that at the end of the 
meeting there were twenty-two Indians who 
resolved against those evils, and to walk with 
God and attend his word, among whom was 
Momonequem, a son of one of the principal 
Indians, who some time after became a 
preacher. | 

And now, in 1650, comes the critical point 
of the credit and power of the Pawaws among 
them; for Hiacoomes thus openly renouncing ~ 


38 THE MAYHEWS. 


and protesting against the false gods he had 
worshipped, and all the Pawaws their familiar 
ministers, and with an amazing courage, de- 
spising and defying their power, the Pawaws 
were greatly enraged, and threatened his 
utter destruction; but to their own and their 
people’s surprise and confusion, they were un- 
able to hurt him. 

Mr. Mayhew improves the advantage, re- 
doubles his diligence, and is incessant in his 
pious endeavors. And now, while many are 
in doubt of their way, he offers to show them 
the right one; he spares not himself either by 
day or by night. He readily travels and 
lodges in their smoky wigwams,* when he 
usually spends a great part of the night in 
relating the ancient stories of God in the 
Scriptures, which were very surprising and 
entertaining to them, and in other discourse 
which he conceives most proper. He _ pro- 
poses such things to their consideration as 
he thinks requisite: he fairly solves their 
subtle objections, and tells them they might 


* Indian dwellings, like tents, framed with small poles 
set ina ring, bent inwards, tied above, and covered with 
bark or mats, with a hole at the top to let out the smoke. 
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plainly see it was purely in good will to them, 
from whom he could expect no reward, that 
he spent so much time and pains, and en- 
dured so much cold and wet, fatigue and 
trouble. 

And as God was pleased to animate, uphold 
and preserve him, so also he was pleased 
quickly to give a growing success to his self- 
denying labors. 

Soon after, an Indian, standing up at the 
lecture, confessed his sins, declared his re- 
pentance and desire to forsake them, and to 
go on in God’s way; and then, going to To- 
wanquatick, took him by the hand, and in his 
native simplicity said, “I love you, and do 
greatly desire to go along with you for God’s 
sake:” the same he said to some others; and 
then coming to Mr. Mayhew he said, “TI pray 
you to love me, and I do love you, and desire 
to go with you for God’s sake;’ upon which 
they received him with gladness of heart. 
After this there came five men more; and by 
the end of the summer there were thirty-nine 
Indian men of this meeting, who had not only 
the knowledge of the main points of religion, 
but had also solemnly entered into a covenant 
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to live agreeably to them; besides the well- 
instructed and believing women, who were 
supposed to exceed the number of the men, 
though they had not yet entered the covenant. 

Mr. Mayhew’s way in public now is, a lec- 
ture every fortnight, whereto both men, wom- 
en, and children come; first he prays, then 
preaches, then catechizes, then sings a psalm, 
and all in their own language. After sermon 
he generally spends more time than in the 
sermon itself, in a more familiar reasoning 
with them. And every Saturday morning he 
confers with Hiacoomes more privately about 
his subject-matter of preaching to the natives 
on both parts of the following day, Mr. May- 
hew directing him in the choice of his text, 
and in the management of it. 

About this time, the end of the summer, the 
Rev. Henry Whitfeld, pastor of the church 
at Guilford, in his voyage to Boston in order 
to his return to England, put in at the Vine- . 
yard, and stayed there ten days. 

There he tells us he found a small planta- 
tion, and an English church gathered whereof 
this Mr. Mayhew was pastor; that he had 
attained a good understanding in the Indian 
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tongue, could speak it well, and had laid the 
first foundation of the knowledge of Christ 
among the natives there, by preaching, etc. 
Mr. Whitfeld attended Mr. Mayhew in a 
more private Indian meeting, and the next 
day in the Indian lecture, where Mr. Mayhew 
‘preached, and then catechized the Indian 
children, who answered readily and modestly 
in the principles of religion; some of them 
answering in English, and others in the In- 
dian tongue. 
But quickly after Mr. Whitfeld left Mr. 
Mayhew, there happened a thing which ama- 
zed the whole island, and turned to the great 
and speedy advancement of the Christian re- 
ligion. For it pleased God, who had drawn 
the Indians from the Pawaws to worship him- 
self, whereat the Pawaws were greatly offend- 
ed, now to bring even two of themselves to fol- 
low those who sought him, and desire that 
they also might go with them in the ways of 
that God whose name is Jehovah. They be- 
came very deeply convinced of the sins they 
had lived in, and especially Pawawing; re- 
vealing the diabolical mysteries, and expres- 


sing the utmost repentance and detestation 
6 
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of them; entreating that God would have 
mercy upon them, pardon their sins, and 
teach them his ways, for Christ Jesus’ sake. 
And very affecting it was to Mr. Mayhew and 
all who were present, “to see these poor na- 
ked sons of Adam, and slaves to the devil 
from the birth, come towards the Lord as 
they did, with their spirits troubled, uttering 
with much fervency words of sore displeasure 
against sin and Satan, which they had em- 
braced from their childhood with great de- 
hight ;* but now accounting it also their sin 
that they had not the knowledge of God, that 
they had served the devil, the great enemy 
both of God and man, and had been so hurt- 
ful in their lives ; and yet being very thankful 
that, through the mercy of God, they had an 
opportunity to be delivered out of their dan- 
gerous condition.” 

The Christian Indians exceedingly rejoiced 
to see the Pawaws begin to turn from their 
wicked ways to the Lord; and in a little time 
after, on a-lecture-day, at the close of the 
exercise, there were several more of the na- 


* Mr. T. Mayhew’s words in his letter of October 16, 
1651, published at London in 1652, 
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tives who expressed their desire to become 
the servants of the Most High God, among 
whom was Tequanonim, another Pawaw of 
great esteem and very notorious. And now 
indeed both the common Indians and the 
Pawaws themselves began to observe and 
confess, that since the gospel had been 
preached to them, the Pawaws had been very 
much foiled in their diabolical projects, and 
instead of curing as formerly, they now had 
rather killed many. 

At the same time there came pressing in 
about jifty Indians more in one day, desiring 
to join the worshippers of God in his ser- 
vice, confessing their sins; some, those ac- 
tual ones they had lived in, and others the 
naughtiness of their hearts; desiring to be 
made better, and for this end to attend on 
the word of God, looking only to Christ 
for salvation. And upon this occasion, Mr. 
Mayhew observed that they generally came 
in by families, the parents bringing their chil- 
dren with them, saying, “I have brought my 
children too; I would have my children serve 
God with us; I desire that this son and this 
daughter may worship Jehovah.” And if 
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they were old enough to speak, their parents 
would have them say something to show 
their willingness to serve the Lord; and when 
the Commandments were repeated, they all 
acknowledged them to be good, and made 
choice of Jehovah to be their God, promising 

by his help to walk according to his counsels. 
This was all before the end of the year 
1650; and by the middle of October, 1651, 
there were one hundred and ninety-nine men, 
women, and children, who had _ professed 
themselves to be worshippers of the great 
and ever-living God. 

And now there were two meetings held 
every Lord’s day, the one three miles, the 
other about eight from Mr. Mayhew’s house. 
Hiacoomes taught twice a day at the nearest, 
and Mononequem as often at the farthest. 
On every Saturday they both came to Mr. 
Mayhew to be informed and instructed in the 
subject they were to treat of, and God greatly 
assisted them. Mr. Mayhew had then under- 
taken, by Divine assistance, to keep two sev- 
eral lectures among them, which would be at 
each assembly once a fortnight. 

On January 11, 1651, Mr. Mayhew set up 
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a school, to teach the native children and any 
voung men who were willing to learn, whereof 
they were very glad; and as there quickly 
came in about thirty Indian children, he found 
them apt to learn, and more and more coming 
in every day. 

In the spring of the year 1652, the Indians, 
of their own accord, made a motion to Mr. 
Mayhew that they might have some method 
settled among them for the exercise of order 
and discipline, that so they might be obliged 
to live in a due subjection to the laws of God, 
to which they desired to enter into a covy- 
enant. They desired him also to inform them 
what were the punishments which God had 
appointed for those who break his laws, to 
which they were also willing to subject them- 
selves; and that they might have some men 
chosen among them, with his father and him- 
self, to see that the Indians walked in an or- 
derly manner, encouraging those who did so, 
and dealing with those who did not according 
to the word of God. 

In order to this, a day of fasting and prayer 
was appointed, that they might repent of their 
sins, and seek the Divine presence and help; 
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and another shortly after. Being then assem- 
bled together, some Indians spoke for their 
encouragement, and about ten or twelve of 
them prayed, as Mr. Mayhew describes it,* 
“not with a set form like children, but lke 
_men indued with a good measure of the 
knowledge of God, their own wants, and the 
wants of others, with much affection and 
many spiritual petitions savoring of a heav- 
enly mind.” 

The same morning Mr. Mayhew drew up 
an excellent Covenant in their native lan- 
guage, which he often read and made plain 
to them; and they all, with free consent and 
thankfulness, united in it, and desired the 
grace and help of God to keep it faithfully. 
And Mr. Mayhew observed that when they 
chose their rulers, they made choice of such 
as were best approved for piety, and most 
likely to suppress all wickedness and encour- 
age goodness; and that afterwards they were 
upon all occasions forward to show their ear- 
nest desire of this. 7 

In short, by the end of October, 1652, 


* In his letter of October 22, 1652, published at Lon- 
don in 1683. 
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there were two hundred and eighty-two Indians, 
not counting young children in the number, 
who were brought to renounce their false 
gods, devils, and Pawaws, and who publicly, 
in set meetings before many witnesses, had 
freely disclaimed and defied their tyrannical 
power; yea, eight of their Pawaws had now 
forsaken their diabolical craft and profitable 
trade, as they held it, to turn into the ways of 
God. And as not any of these were com- 
pelled thereto by power, so neither were they 
allured by gifts, having received none from 
the very beginning. 

Indeed, the natives in general observed, to 
their wonder, that the Christians were all ex- 
empted from being hurt by the Pawaws. Even 
some of the heathen Pawaws themselves at 
length came to own that they could not make 
their power seize on a Christian; and those 
who were yet enemies to the Christian In- 
dians could not but acknowledge that the 
blessing of Heaven was in an eminent manner 
among them. ‘This was entirely the distin- 
guishing favor of Providence, to recommend — 
this religion to those who had not yet been 
brought to see the excellence of it. 
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The Praying Indians, as the Christianized 
Indians were commonly called, being distin- 
guished by this pious exercise, were constant 
attenders on the public worship; and even 
the barbarous Indians, both men and women, 
came often to Mr. Mayhew’s lectures, bewail- 
ing their ignorance, disliking their sinful lib- 
erty, and seeking subjection to God, to be 
taught, governed, and saved by him, for Christ 
Jesus’ sake. : 

Thus this worthy gentleman continued his 
almost inexpressible labor and vigilant care 
for the good of the Indians, whom he justly 
esteemed his joy and crown. And God was 
pleased to give such a victorious success to 
his unwearied labors, that by the year 1657 
there were many hundred men and women 
added to the Christian society of such as 
might truly be said to be holy in their con- 
versation ; and for knowledge, such as needed 
not to be taught the first principles of the 
oracles of God, besides the many hundreds of 
looser and more superficial professors. 

While he was laboring in this blessed work 
with indefatigable pains, expecting no reward 
but from Him who said, “Go teach all na- 
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tions;.lo, I am with you,’ God was pleased 
to move the hearts of many good people in 
England, who had heard of the same, to ad- 
vance a considerable sum to encourage the 
propagation of the gospel among the New 
England Indians. 

Having seen so great a blessing on his la- 
bors, and seeing the Spirit given to sundry 
Indians, with the gift of preaching, accord- 
ing to the promise made by Him who ascend- 
ed on high and gave gifts to men; having also 
an able, godly Englishman, named Peter Iol- 
ger, employed in teaching the youth in read- 
ing, writing, and the principles of religion by 
catechizing, being likewise well learned in 
the Scripture, and capable of helping them in 
religious matters ; and Governor Mayhew the 
father being competently skilled in the lan- 
euage of the Indians, and highly honoring the 
labor for their conversion, whereby, if any dii- 
ficulties should arise, they might have suita- 
ble assistance—in the year 1657, which was 
the 37th of his age, Rev. Mr. Mayhew the son 
proposed a short voyage to England, to give 
a more particular account of the state of 
the Indians than he could well do by letters, 
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and to pursue the most proper measures for 
the further advancement of religion among 
them. ! 

He accordingly took passage in a ship, with 
his wife’s own brother and with an Indian who 
was a preacher among the natives. 

But alas, the mysterious ways of Provi- 
dence! Neither the ship nor any of the pas- 
sengers were ever heard of more ! 

Thus came to a premature death Rev. 
THomas Maynew, Junior, who was so affec- 
tionately beloved and esteemed by the In- 
dians, that they could scarcely bear his ab- 
sence so far as Boston, longing for his return ; 
and for many years after his departure he was 
seldom named without tears. | 

I have myself seen the rock on a descend- 
ing ground upon which he sometimes used to 
stand and preach to the great numbers crowd- 
ing to hear him; and the place on the way- 
side where he solemnly and affectionately took 
his leave of that poor and beloved people of 
his was for all that generation remembered 
with sorrow. 

In a letter of the famous Mr. Hliot, of- De- 
cember 28, published at London in 1659, he 
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thus expresses himself: “ The Lord has gwen 
us this amazing blow to take away my brother 
Mayhew. His aged father does his endeavor to 
uphold the work among the poor Indians, whom 
bg letters I have encouraged what I can.’ 
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CHAPTER III. 
REV. JOHN MAYHEW—1673-1689. 


THs youngest son of Rev. Thomas May- 
hew, Jr., born 1652, devoted himself entirely 
to the work of the ministry, on which he 
entered a few years before the death of his 
venerated grandfather, Governor Thomas 
Mayhew. He was a man “of great worth 
and usefulness, and fell not short either of the 
eminent genius or piety of his excellent pro- 
genitors.” His eldest brother, Matthew May- 
hew, Esq., on the death of the governor, be- 
came the prominent civilian of the Island, and 
his other brother, Thomas, was one of the 
justices of the court. 

He was early inclined to the ministerial 
work; and having the benefit of his grand- 
father’s wise instructions, and of his father’s 
library, and being a man of ability, great in- 
dustry, and sincere piety, he made such pro- 
ficiency in the study and knowledge of Divine 
things, that about 1673, when he was but 
twenty-one years of age, he was called to the 
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ministry among the English in Tisbury, the 
middle of the Island; where he preached to 
the great acceptance, not only of the people 
under his care, but of very able judges that 
occasionally heard him. 

But he also naturally cared for the good of 
the Inilians, and understanding their language 
well while he was a very young man, he used 
frequently to give them good instructions, and 
even the chief Indians on the Island often 
resorted to him for counsel. And being ar- 
rived at the age of twenty-one, they would 
not be contented till he became a public 
preacher to them likewise; and so ardent and 
urgent were their desires, that he could not 
deny them, even though his thrice-honored 
erandfather was then a laborious and accept- 
able preacher among them. 

He preached alternately in all their assem- 
blies a lecture every week, and assisted them 
in the management of all their ecclesiastical 
affairs. And though what was allowed him 
was very inconsiderable indeed, yet he went 
steadily on in this pious work, and would not 
suffer any affairs of He own to divert him 
from it. 
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And having both the English and Indians 
under his care, his diligence was now to he 
doubled, especially after his grandfather’s 
death in 1681; and this much the more by 
reason of certain erroneous opinions in dan- 
ger of taking root in the Island. Mr. Mayhew 
was rightly for repelling them with spiritual 
weapons; and having ‘very superior abilities 
and acquaintance with the Scriptures, he used 
to desire such as began to imbibe those prin- 
ciples to produce their reasons; and those 
who wanted to be resolved in their difficul- 
ties, to give him the advantage to resolve 
them in public, that others also might re- 
ceive light and satisfaction; whereby they 
came to be more clearly instructed, and more 
fully convinced and satisfied, than in the ordi- 
nary way of preaching, which yet always pre- 
ceded the other. In short, he had such an 
excellent talent for the defence of the truth 
against gainsayers, that those who would 
have spread their errors, found themselves so 
effectually opposed by the brightness of his 
knowledge and piety and the strength of his 
argumentative genius, that they could make 
no progress in their designs on the Island; 
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and the churches and people, and in them 
their posterity, were happily saved from the 
spreading of those erroneous opinions, and 
the disturbance and troubles they would have 
produced among them. 

And as for the Jndians, his custom was to 
tarry some time with them after the public 
exercise was over, allowing them to put ques- 
tions to him for their own instruction, and 
also trying their knowledge by putting ques- 
tions to them. And he was so skilled in their 
language as to be able to discourse freely with 
them upon any subject, and to preach and 
pray in their tongue with the greatest readi- 
ness. 

He had clear judgment, great prudence, and 
an excellent spirit, and the Indians very much 

repaired to his house for advice and instruc-? 
~ tion, and also for relief in their wants. And 
as he was fully persuaded that many of them 
were truly religious, he would sometimes say, 
that though he had but little reward from 
men, (having but about five pounds a year for 
his labors among them,) yet if he might be 
instrumental in saving any, he should be fully 
satisfied, and think himself to be sufficiently 
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recompensed. But after the honorable Com- 
missioners came to be acquainted with him 
and the eminent service he did, they raised 
his salary to thirty pounds, which was but 
about two years before his death. 

He walked with God in his house, having 
his children and servants in all subjection, 
they both loving and fearing him, and being 
frequently and seriously instructed and coun- 
selled by him. 

He lived and died within the bounds of 
Chilmark,* but constantly preached to the 
English at Tisbury for the space of fifteen 
years to his death, and about as long once 
every week to one or other of the Indian 
assemblies on the Island, besides abundant 
pains he took more privately with them. He 
made it his aim to serve his generation by the 
will of God, rather than to be known or ob- 
served in the world, and went but little abroad. 

Having finished what God in his all-wise 
and perfect Providence saw meet to employ 
him in, he deceased February 3, 1688-9, about 
two in the morning, in the thirty-seventh year 
of his age and the sixteenth of his ministry. 


* The town at the west end of the Vineyard. 


* 
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He left the Indians in a very orderly way of 
assembling on the Lord’s day for public wor- 
ship in four or five places, and of hearing 
their several well-instructed teachers, who 
usually began with prayer, and then, after 
singing part of a psalm, spoke from some 
portion of Scripture. He also left an Indian 
church of one hundred communicants walking 
according to the rule of the Scriptures. 

In his last sickness he expressed a desire, 
“if it were the Divine will, that he might live - 
a while longer, to see his children grow up 
before he died, and to do more service for 
Christ on the earth.” But with respect to his 
own state before God, he enjoyed great se- 
renity and calmness of mind, having a lively 
apprehension of the mercy of God, through 
the merits of Christ: far from being afraid to. 
die, having hope, through grace, of obtaining 
eternal life by Jesus Christ our Lord. He 
counselled, exhorted, and encouraged his rel- 
atives and others who came to visit him; and 
with respect to hiraself, among other things 
said, “He was persuaded that God would not 
place him with those after lus death in whose 
company he could take no delight in his lifetime.” 

8 
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Thus expired this third successive Indian 
preacher of this worthy family; having set an- 
other bright example of disinterested zeal for 
the glory of God, a lively faith of the invisible 
and eternal world, and a generous and great 
concern for the salvation of all about him. 
His death in the flower of his age, and espe- 
cially so soon after that of his grandfather, 
was much lamented by both English and 
Indians. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


REV. EXPERIENCE MAYHEW —1694-1758. 


Tus able. and devoted minister, the oldest 
son of Rev. John Mayhew, began to preach to 
the Indians when he was a little above twenty- 
_ one years of age, and about five years after 
his father’s decease; and continued the same 
laborious employment, having the prudential 
care and oversight of jive or six Indian assem- 
blies, to whose service he was wholly devoted 
for the long period of sixty-four years, till his 
death, November 29, 1758, aged eighty-five. 

Though he unhappily missed a learned ed- 
ucation in his younger days, yet by the signal 
blessing of God on his diligent studies and 
labors, he grew so conspicuous by the time he 
was about twenty-five years of age, that the 
Rev. Dr. Cotton Mather, first in a sermon 
printed at Boston, 1698, and then reprinted 
in his “ Magnalia” in London, 1702, speaking © 
of more than thirty Indian assemblies, and of 
more than thirty hundred Christian Indians 
then in this province, adds: “A hopeful and 
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worthy young man, Mr. Experience Mayhew, 
must now have the justice done him of this 
character, that in the evangelical service 
among the Indians, there is no man that ex- 
ceeds this Mr. Mayhew, if there be any that 
equals him.” , 

The Indian language has been from his 
infancy natural to him, and he has been all 
along accounted one of the greatest masters 
of it that has been known among us. The 
honorable Commissioners therefore employed 
him to make a new version of the whole book 
of Psalms and the gospel of John, which he 
did in collateral columns of English and In- 
dian, with a great deal of accuracy, in 1709. 

Such progress had he made in knowledge, 
that he was offered the degree of Master of 
Arts at Cambridge, though he was pleased to 
excuse himself from the honor. However, 
the college saw cause at length to overrule 
his modesty, and to confer it upon him at the 

public Commencement, July 3, 1723, with the 
' approbation of all that knew him. 


Jz The above two pages are all that the modesty of 
the Rev. Experience Mayhew, a giant among his brethren, 
would permit to be said of himself in his record of the 
Missionary Mayhews and the Indian Converts. 
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REV. ZECHARIAH MAYHEW—1767-1806. 


Tus fifth faithful and godly minister and 
missionary to the Indians of Martha’s Vine- 
yard was the youngest son of Rey. Experi- 
ence Mayhew, and in 1767, nine years after 
his father’s death, was ordained, and devoted 
thirty-nine years to the service of Christ, till 
his death, March 6, 1806, aged eighty-nine. It 
is deeply to be regretted that no man like- 
minded to his father, Rev. Experience May- 
hew, survives to record his worth and his un- 
tiring and faithful labors in the gospel. 

The compiler of the present brief sketch 
records with gratitude that his grandmother 
Allen was a sister of this godly minister and 
missionary, and that her three sons and seven 
daughters were all evangelical Christians, 
though reared in the dark period near the 
close of the last century, when so many of the 
churches of New England had sunk into the 
cold and formal Arminianism that in so many 
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instances gradually declined into a denial of 
the Lord that bought us. 

This modern degeneracy did not include 
the Rev. Zechariah Mayhew, who, like his 
ancestors, nobly proclaimed salvation by the 
blood of Jesus till he was called. to join his 
four distinguished predecessors in the rest 
that remains for the people of God. 

His only son, Zechariah Mayhew, Jr., who 
was long a consistent and devoted deacon of 
the church in Williamsburgh, Mass., a man of 
prayer, living vital religion, and cherishing 
and strengthening all its sacred influences, 
bore such marked characteristics of his father, 
if not of all the missionary Mayhews, that the 
following facts as to the son are given as the 
best mirror in which the father can be dis- 
tinctly seen. 

There was a charm about his character that 
can never be forgotten, and which, through 
the grace of Him who alone is worthy, will 
shine brightly in the world above. The char- 
acter was marked, and unusually attractive. 
A large vigorous frame, with high active im- 
pulses, that in an ungodly, unprincipled man 
might have been fearful; yet with a heart 
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tender and sensitive as that of a little child, 
outgushing with love to his Saviour and all 
for whom He died. He was honored, admired, 
and loved by a wide circle of friends both in 
and out of the church of Christ; but friends 
had need to be cautious not unduly to wound 
those tender sensibilities. The writer has 
heard him, in the endeared intimacy and con- 
fidence of his own family, begin to speak of 
some one with a degree of severity, when he 
would suddenly stop, and turning to his judi- 
cious and cherished wife pleasantly say, “I’m 
high now, aint [?” and utter not another 
word. 

In a letter on his departure, May 29, 1830, 
aged seventy-three, his worthy widow best 
describes him: 

“T have often heard him say, ‘Had I been ~ 
born a heathen, I should probably have been 
the worst of them; I owe everything to the 
erace of God through the gospel.’ He was 
naturally gay, and given to mirth; but was 
kept from presumptuous sins. He often said 
of the days of his youthful vanities, ‘How the 
Lord held me in by his restrainihg grace! 
It astonishes me. It leads me to admire and 
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adore. Sometimes my father would say to 
me with a solemn smile, “O my son Zecha- 
riah |”? 

“He greatly loved and reverenced his fa- 
ther; but it was not till 1788, two years after 
he removed to Williamsburgh, Mass., that, in 
a powertul revival of religion, he was brought 
joyfully to trust in his Redeemer. 

“He had many seasons of refreshing from 
the Lord. Once, on a journey with endeared 
friends, he had such a sense of the long-suf- 
fering goodness of God and his own ingrati- 
tude, that he was scarcely able to stand, and — 
held himself up by the neck of his horse, ex- 
claiming, ‘It is too much, too much!’ On the 
following day scarcely anything was talked of 
but Christ and heaven. 

“Many similar seasons,” she adds, “I have 
witnessed. One day, when his end seemed to 
be approaching, he said, ‘God appointed the 
time of my birth and the time of my death, 
and all the circumstances of my life between 
the two periods, and I would not turn my 
finger to have it altered. I love to have him 
govern. “If he should some way make it 
known to me that I might choose my own 
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time to die—say live one day, one month, 
one year, or ten years—I would have noth- 
ing to do with it; I would leave it all with 
him.’ 

“As death approached, I said, ‘Do you 
shrink back again to life, or would you go for- 
ward?’ He raised his hand and said, ‘Go 
forward.’ My sister said, ‘Is this death? It 
is not like anything I ever saw or expected to 
see. I should be willing to die, if I could die 
SO.’ 

“For the last five months there appeared 
no faltering, but a steadfast looking forward 
to meet his God. He said he had ‘got so far 
that he could see how a soul might launch 
away and go safely to the realms of bliss.’ 
Again he said, ‘I think little about the ago- 
nies of death, but much of the bursting in of 
eternity upon me. Oh, it will be great—ama- 
zing great—amazing great—all eternity—all 
eternity!’ Again he said, ‘I am astonished to 
see how mercifully the Lord deals with me. 
Speaking of his suffering, he said, ‘It’s noth- 
ing—mere nothing. I have been contempla- 
ting the mercies of God, and they are more 
in number than the sands.’ Again he said, ‘I 


Mavhews, 9g 


66 THE MAYHEWS. 


have not many desires; I know of but one, 
that is to have high and adoring thoughts of 
God. JI would exalt the Lord high in my 
affections, and never abate. This is my only 
desire.’ ” 


INDIAN CONVERTS. 


BY REY. EXPERIENCE MAYHEW, 
Li27- 
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CHAPTER VI. 


INDIAN MINISTERS, PASTORS, RULING 

ELDERS, OR DEACONS, WHO HAVE 
BEEN JUSTLY ESTEEMED GODLY 
PERSONS. 


BEING now to’ show that there have been 
many truly pious people among our Christian 
Indians, it will be proper that I begin the in- 
duction of instances with mentioning sundry 
mimsters among them that have been exem- 
plary for piety ; and that I bring ruling elders 
and deacons into the same catalogue will ap- 
pear the more natural when I have said that 
in the Jndian churches both ruling elders and 
deacons have generally been preachers of the 
word of God, though they have been only 
chosen and set apart to the offices by which 
they are denominated. 


EXAMPLE I. 
Hriacoomgs, the first Christian Indian min- 
ister on the island of Martha’s Vineyard, was 
an Indian of Great Harbor, now Edgartown, 
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where a few English families first settled in 
the year 1642. 

His descent was but mean, his speech slow, 
and his countenance not very promising. He 
was therefore by the Indian sachems and oth- 
ers of their principal men looked on as scarce 
worthy of their notice or regard. However, 
living near the English, some of them visited 
him in his wigwam, and were courteously en- 
tertained by him. They endeavored to dis- 
course a little with him about the way of the 
English, and the man seemed to hearken to 
them, and in a little time began to pay them 
visits, going frequently to some of their houses. 
About the same time he went also to the Eng- 
lish meeting, and noticed what was done there. 

This was soon observed by the Rev. Mr. 
THomas Maynew, who was then minister to 
the few English inhabitants in that new plan- 
tation, and was at the same time contriving 
what might be done in order to the salvation 
of the miserable Indians round about him, 
whom he with compassion saw perishing for 
lack of vision. 

But now, observing in this Hiacoomes a dis- 
position to hear and receive instruction, and 
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finding encouragement to go on in his endeay- 
ors to instruct and enlighten him, he invited 
him to come to his house every Lord’s day 
evening, that so he might then more espe- 
cially have a good opportunity to treat with 
him about the things of God, and open the 
mysteries of his kingdom to him. 

Hiacoomes accepting this kind invitation, 
Mr. Mayhew used his utmost endeavors to 
enlighten him. And Hiacoomes seemed as 
eagerly to suck in the instructions given him 
as if his heart had been before prepared by 
God and made good ground, in order to a due 
reception of his word sown in it. And thus 
as a new-born babe, desiring the sincere milk 
of the word that he might grow thereby, he 
increased daily in knowledge, and so far as 
could appear, grew in grace also. 

But Hiacoomes’ thus conversing with and 
hearkening to the English was soon noised 
about among the Indians; and the news of it 
coming to the sachems and Pawaws of the 
island, they were, as obscure a person as Hia- 
coomes was, much alarmed at it, and some of 
them endeavored with all their might to dis- 
courage him from holding communication 
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with the English, and from receiving any in- 
structions from them. But all that these 
could say or do to this end was to no pur- 
pose; for it seems that God, by whom not 
many wise men after the flesh, nor many 
mighty, nor many noble are called, had by 
his special grace effectually. called him out of 
darkness into his marvellous light; and hay- 
ing now had a taste of that knowledge of God 
and Christ, which ig life eternal, he was re- 
solved that nothing should hinder him from 
laboring after still higher attainments in it. 
About this time Hiacoomes, going with 
some Englishmen to a small island near by, 
called Chabaquidick, they there met a surly 
sagamore, [Indian conjuror,] whose name was 
Pahkehpunnassoo, and the sagamore reviling 
him for his communion with the English in 
things both civil and religious, and railing at 
him for being obedient to them, Hiacoomes 
replied that he was gladly obedient to them ; 
neither was it for the Jndian’s hurt that he 
was so. Upon his saying of which, the sa- 
chem gave him a grievous blow in the face, 
and would have struck him again if the Eng- 
lish present would have suffered it; but the 
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poor man thus wronged made this improve- 
ment, of the injury done him: “TI had,” said 
he, “one hand for injuries and another hand for 
God ; and while I received wrong with the one, 
I laid the faster hold on God with the other.” 

There was this year, 1643, a very strange 
disease among the Indians: they would run 
up and down as if delirious, till they could 
run no longer; they would make their faces 
black as a coal, and snatch up any weapon, 
as though they would do mischief with it, and 
speak great, swelling words, yet bak did little 
harm. 

This, and all other Petts which the 
Indians were under, they generally then at- 
tributed to the departure of some of them 
from their own heathenish ways and cus- 
toms; but HMiacoomes being built on that foun- 
dation that standeth sure, and being one of 
those whom God had set apart for himself 
and: knew to be his, none of these things 
moved him; but the things which he had 
heard and learned he held fast. And that he 
might be in a way to learn more than he had 
done, he now earnestly desired to learn to 


read ; and having a primer given him, he car- 
10 
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ried it about with him till, by the help of such 
as were willing to instruct him, he attained 
the end for which he desired it. 

Awhile after, in the year 1644, Hiacoomes 
going to an Indian’s house where there were 
several Indians met together, they laughed 
and scoffed at him, saying, “ Here comes the 
Englishman.” At this his old enemy, Pah- 
kehpunnassoo, then asleep in the house, awa- 
ked, and joining with the other Indians, said 
to him, “I wonder that you, that are a young 
man, and have a wife and two children, should 
love the English and their ways, and forsake 
the Pawaws, [Indian conjurors ;] what would 
you do if any of you were sick? Whither 
- would you go for help? If I were in your 
case, there should nothing draw me from our 
gods and Pawaws.” To this Hiacoomes at 
present answered nothing, perhaps foreseeing 
that, if he should answer, it would only put 
the man into a rage, as formerly: however, 
he soon after told a friend of his that he then 
thought in his heart that the God of heaven . 
heard and knew all the evil words that Pah- 
kehpunnassoo said. And he was further con- 
firmed in this, when a little after Pahkeh- 
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punnassco was by the just hand of God ter- 
ribly smitten with lightning, and fell down in 
appearance dead, with one leg in the fire, be- 
ing grievously burned before any of the peo- 
ple were aware of it and could pluck the brand 
out of the fire. 

But as obstinate an infidel as Pahkehpun- 
nassoo was, yet so victorious is the grace of 
God, that he afterwards renounced his hea- 
thenism, and became a worshipper of the 
only true God, in noe throus) his Son Jesus 
Christ. 

In this and the following year, 1645, Mr. 
Mayhew went on with his design of instruct- 
ing Hiacoomes and several others of the In- 
dians as he had opportunity; and now Hia- 
coomes began to be so far from needing to be 
taught the first principles of the oracles of 
God, that he became a teacher of others, 
communicating to as many as he could the 
knowledge he himself had attained. 

And now the Indians began, not only to: 
give some credit to the truth by Hiacoomes 
brought to them, but were also awakened by 
what they heard and believed, so as humbly 
to confess their sins, and be concerned how 
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they should obtain the pardon of them, and 
also to renounce their own gods and Pawaws, 
_ and promise to serve the true God only; and 
Hiacoomes could now tell Mr. Mayhew that 
this was the first time that ever he saw the 
Indians sensible of their sins. 

- Hitherto the Indians had not had any public 
preaching to them; but now (in the year 1646). 
Tawanquatuck, one of the chief sachems of 
the island, invited both Mr. Mayhew and Hia- 
coomes to preach to himself and such of his 
people as would hear them. 

From this time Hiacoomes was heard as a 
public preacher by a considerable number of 
the Indians, and God gave him not only light, 
but courage also for this work; and the In- 
dians then said of him, that formerly he had 
not been at all accounted of, and they won- 
dered that he that had had nothing to say 
in their meetings, was now become the teach- 
er of them all. 

The Pawaws, and those that adhered to 
them, observing these things, and seeing two 
meetings of the praying Indians set up in op- 
position to the way which themselves and their 
fathers had long walked in, were very much ° 
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disturbed and enraged ; and now they thought 
to terrify Hiacoomes and the rest of the pray- 
ing Indians, by threatening to destroy them 
by witcheraft. 

To this end several Indians went to a meet- 
ing of the praying Indians, and there told 
many stories of the great hurt which the Pa- 
waws had in this way done to many—a thing 
of which these Indians could not be ignorant, 
and which seemed above anything else to dis- 
courage them from embracing the true reli- 
gion now preached to them. Then this ques- 
tion was asked by one on the Pawaws’ side, 
“Who is there that does not fear the Pa- 
waws?” To which another of them answered, 
“There is no man that is not afraid of them;” 
which said, he looked upon ZZiacoomes, who 
protested most against them, and told him 
the Pawaws could kill him. But he an- 
swered that they could not; for, said he, “I 
believe in God, and put my trust in him, and 
therefore all the Pawaws can do me no hurt.” 
The Indians then wondering to hear Hia- 
coomes speak thus so openly, divers of them 
said one to another, that though they were 
before afraid of the Pawaws, yet now be- 
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cause they heard Hiacoomes’ words, they did 
not fear them, but believed in God too. 

A while after this, on a Lord’s day after 
meeting, where Hiacoomes had been preach- 
ing, there came in a Pawaw very angry, and 
- said, “I know all the meeting Indians are 
liars; you say you don’t care-for the Pa- 
waws.” ‘Then calling two or three of them 
by name, he railed at them, and told them 
they were deceived, for the Pawaws could 
kill all the meeting Indians if they set about 
it. But Hiacoomes then told him that he 
would be in the midst of all the Pawaws on 
the Island that they could procure, and they 
should do the utmost they could against him; 
and when they should do their worst by their 
witcheraft to kill him, he would without fear 
set himself against them, by remembering 
Jehovah. He told them also that he put all 
the Pawaws under his heel, pointing to it. 
By which answer he put the Pawaws to 
silence, so that they had nothing to say, but 
that none but Hiacoomes was able to do so. 
Such was the faith of this good man! nor 
were these Pawaws ever able to do the Chris- 
tian Indians any hurt; though others were fre- 
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quently hurt and killed by them. And with 
respect to Hiacoomes in particular, I cannot 
forbear here adding that a converted sachem, 
who was before a Pawaw, did in his public 
protestation afterwards declare: 

“That having often employed his god, 
which appeared unto him in the form of a 
snake, to kill, wound, or lame such as he in- 
tended mischief to, he employed the said 
snake to kill, and that failing, to wound or 
lame Hiacoomes, the jist Indian convert on 
the island; all which proved ineffectual. And 
that, having seriously considered the said 
Hiacoomes’ assertion, that none of the Pa- 
waws could hurt him, since his God whom he 
now served was the great God to whom theirs 
were subject, he resolved to worship the true 
God.” 

The piety of our Hiacoomes further ap- 
peared. None of the praying Indians or 
their children having died until the year 1650, 
as if God would in this way distinguish them 
from their neighbors, it now pleased him to 
begin with Hiacoomes. God now by death 
took a young child from him, and he had 
_ grace to show an excellent example under this 
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trial, and so did his wife also, who was a very 
pious woman. At the funeral there were no 
black faces, or goods buried, or howling over 
the dead, as the manner of the Indians in 
those times was; but instead thereof a pa- 
tient resignation of the child to him that gave 
it. At the funeral Mr. Mayhew made a speech 
concerning the resurrection of the godly and 
their children to life eternal at the last day; 
which great truth these good people believ- 
ing, mourned not as those that had no hope 
were wont todo. 

As Hiacoomes was a good Christian, so he 
was a good minister. If any man might say, 
“T believed, therefore have I spoken,” with 
respect to his entering on the ministry, it 
seems our Hiacoomes might truly do so. As 
soon as he came to understand and believe 
the great truths of the Christian religion, he 
began to publish and declare them to his 
countrymen ; nor could he be hindered from 
doing so by all that the Pawaws and their 
wretched instruments could do or say to dis- 
courage him from it. And as he daily in- 
creased in knowledge under the instructions 
of Mr. Mayhew, to whom he continually re- 
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sorted for that end, so he went on to preach 
to his neighbors, according to the measure of 
the gift of Christ which he had received; and 
it pleased the Lord abundantly to succeed his 
endeavors for the good of these miserable 
creatures to whom he sent him. 

For three years after his conversion, this 
good man only instructed his neighbors in 
private, as he had opportunity; but after they 
were prepared and disposed to give him pub- 
lic audience, in the year 1646, with what zeal 
and boldness did he preach to them! He 
then not only declared and opened the great 
mysteries of religion to them, as that of the 
Trinity, the covenant of works by God made 
with man, man’s fall and apostasy by Adam’s 
first transgression, and the wretched condition 
which mankind was thereby brought into, and 
the way of redemption which God has in and 
by his Son Jesus Christ provided for them; 
but boldly charged them with the sins and 
abominations in which they daily lived, espe- 
cially with their worshipping false gods and 
adhering to Pawaws or wizards, and giving 
that honor to creatures that was due to Jeho- 
vah only. 
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Thus as Hiacoomes had God’s word, so he 
spake it faithfully, and God did abundantly 
own this his servant in the work to which he 
had called him; for when he reckoned up the 
sins of the people to them, instead of being 
provoked at him for it, they would, many of 
them with tears, confess their guilt, and prom- 
ise to turn to the true God, and serve him 
only, and seek for the pardon of their sins 
through the blood of his Son, the only Saviour 
of sinners. 

This good man was a humble man, and in 
this as well as in other things his piety did 
much appear: Though God blessed his min- 
istry, giving him much success in it, yet did 
he not appear to be exalted or lifted up there- 
with; nor did he thereupon think himself suf- 
ficient for the work of his ministry, but thought 
he still needed the continual help and instruc- 
tions of Mr. Mayhew, by whom God had 
called him out of darkness into his marvellous 
light. To him therefore he frequently still 
resorted, that he might be yet more taught 
and illuminated; and in particular, on the 
day before the Sabbath he constantly did so, 
and that in order to his being the better pre- 
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pared for the duties and services of that holy 
day. | 

- This course Hiacoomes held till, to his great 
erief, he lost Mr. Mayhew in the year 1657, 
which was indeed a very heavy stroke on these 
poor Indians, and exceedingly lamented by 
them. However, this good man went on still 
in the faithful discharge of his duty; and God 
so succeeded the labors of this and some other 
servants of his, that most of the Indians here 
were in a few years brought to an acknowl- 
edgment of the great truths of religion ; and it 
is to be hoped that many of them were effect- 
ually called. 

No Indian church was here completely 
formed and organized till the year 1670, when 
the Rev. John Eliot and Rev. John Cotton 
came and ordained our Hiacoomes, and an- 
other Indian named Tackanash, pastors and 
teachers of an Indian church on this island. 

After Hiacoomes was ordained, he went on 
steadily and faithfully in the work to which 
he was called, till he arrived to so great an 
age that he was not able to fulfil the duties of 
the public ministry. He survived his colleague 
before-mentioned, made a grave speech at his 
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funeral, and laid hands on and gave the charge 
to Mr. Japheth at his ordination, who succeed- 
ed the said Tackanash in his office in the year 
1683. 

My father,* who then preached to the In- 
dians and assisted them in the management 
of their ecclesiastical affairs, being present at 
the funeral of the good Tackanash, took in 
writing the substance of the speech made by 
Hiacoomes, with what else he thought obser- 
vable in the said Tackanash’s funeral obse- 
quies; which having now by me among his 
reserved papers, I here insert the said speech, 
as it may be acceptable to some of my 
readers. 

“Here,” said he, “is my deceased brother. 
Paul said, this body is sown in corruption, 
but it shall be raised in strength. Now it is 
a pitiful mean body, but then it shall be a 
glorious body: yea, however this body shall 
be consumed, and be as if it had never been, 
as it were turned into nothing; yet the power 
of God shall bring it forth again, and raise it 
up an excellent and glorious body. 


* Rey. John Mayhew, a son of Governor Thomas May- 
hew, before-mentioned. 
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“Yea, this body is now a precious body for 
example sake; though this body is but one, 
yet there are many people round about come 
together to see it sown. If a man should go 
about to put one grain of wheat into the 
ground, there would not be so many people 
present at the doing of it, as there are at the 
interring of this one body. And as you see 
there are many people present at the burial 
of this body, so there shall be many people 
at the resurrection also. But it shall not be 
then as you see it is now; now every one 18 
diversely apparelled, some after one manner, 
and some after another, but all after a pitiful, 
mean sort; but the righteous at the resurrec- 
tion shall all have one uniform glory. 

“Thus much I say as to that; but I shall 
now speak a short word to the relations of the 
person deceased, especially to his wife and 
children. If you be desirous to see your 
father, seek your father; for your father went 
before you in every good work, therefore seek 
your father in every good work, and you shall 
find your father again; for God’s mercies are . 
exceeding great.” 


He having finished his speech they proceed- 
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ed to their work, (filling the grave) and this 
good man standing by, I heard him say, ‘ 7’his 
ws the last work man can do for him ; the next 
work God himself will do. Which words he 
often repeated; and further adds, that when 
this good father spoke of the resurrection, he 
uttered himself with such fervency and confi- 
dence, as would have become one who had 
himself actually seen the dead raised. 
Hiacoomes was of a great, age when this 
speech was made by him; yet he lived sev- 
eral years after it—if I mistake not, till the 
year 1690—but was not able, for some years 
before he died, to preach publicly. I saw 
him frequently when I was a youth, and still 
remember him, the gravity of his countenance, 
speech and deportment. He seemed always 
to speak with much thought and deliberation. 
I was present when he laid hands on Mr. 
Japheth, prayed, and gave the charge to him; 
which serviee he performed with great solem- 
nity, and, as I have heard my father say, with 
very pertinent and suitable expressions. He 
was, by both the Hnglish and the Indians, 
looked upon as a man of a very blameless 
conversation. In his last sickness he breathed 
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forth many pious expressions, and gave good 
exhortations to all about him, and so went 
into eternal rest. 


EXAMPLE II. 


MomoneQquem, the first Indian preacher at 
Nashouohkamuk, now Chilmark, was the son 
of one of the principal Indians of Gayhead, 
named Annomantooque. It seems that his 
father married a worthy woman at a place 
called Nunpang, in Edgartown, and by her 
had this son. At this place our Momonequem 
dwelt, when Mr. Mayhew and Hiacoomes be- 
gan to preach the gospel there; and it was by 
the ministry of Hiacoomes that he was con- 
verted in the year 1649. Hiacoomes now 
preaching a sermon, whereby he reckoned up 
many of the great sins of which the Indians 
were guilty, and many duties which ought to 
be performed by them, there were no less than 
twenty-two of his hearers who at this time 
professed their resolution against the sins 
mentioned, and that they would walk with 
God in newness of life. 

Of this number Momonequem was one, and 
one who above all the rest seemed to be ex-. 
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ceedingly affected; for to the great admira- 
tion of all the Indians then present, with 
much sorrow of heart, and indignation against 
sin, he now enumerated about twenty of his 
own sins, manifesting his repentance of them, 
and professing his resolution to follow the only 
living and true God against all opposition. 

Momonequem being himself thus effectually 
turned from darkness to light, and from the 
power of Satan unto God, and being looked 
upon as a man of much wisdom and prudence, 
the praying Indians soon began to resort to 
him when they wanted counsel and encour- 
agement in any of their difficulties; and such 
as inclined to become Christians did so too; 
nor was he an unfit person to be applied to 
in such cases. 

About this time a famous Pawaw, called 
Tequanomin, entertaining thoughts of turning 
from the devil to the only true God and Jesus 
Christ the only Saviour of sinful men, and prov- 
identially meeting with Momonequem in the 
woods, opened his case to him, and took his 
advice upon it; and the effect was, that that 
Pawaw became, as there was reason to be- 
lieve, a sincere convert and good Christian. 
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After this, the next news I heard of Mo- 

monequem was, that he had become a minis- 
ter at Nashouohkamuk, a place about five or 
-six miles from that where he before lived; 
and that he preached every Sabbath-day 
twice to his countrymen there. And to the 
end he might be the better provided for the 
entertainment of his hearers, he still waited 
on Mr. Mayhew on the last day of the week, 
in order to his assisting him in his prepara- 
tion for the work of the approaching day. 
_ Thus was Momonequem employed in ‘the 
year 1651, as Mr. Mayhew has written; and 
in a letter of that man of God the Rey. Mr. 
John Wilson, pastor of the first church in 
Boston, dated October 27, 1651, I find the 
following testimony concerning him: 

“There was here with Mr. Mayhew a few 
weeks since, the prime Indian of Martha’s 
Vineyard, Momonequem, a grave and solemn 
man, with whom I had serious discourse, Mr. 
Mayhew being present as interpreter between 
us. He is a great proficient both in knowl- 
edge and utterance, and the love and practice 
of the things of Christ and religion, much 


honored, reverenced, and attended by the 
12 
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rest of the Indians there, who are solemnly 
in covenant together, I know not how many ; 
between thirty and forty at least.” 

This and much more Mr. Wilson in that 
letter speaks in his commendation; and by 
all that I can learn, he was indeed a very ex- 
cellent man. 

EXAMPLE III. 

JoHN TACKANASH, who was ordained teacher 
of the Indian church at Martha’s Vineyard, 
of which Hiacoomes was pastor, was ordained 
as a colleague with Hiacoomes in-the year 
1670. He was reckoned to exceed Hiaccomes, 
both in his natural and acquired abilities; 
and, being accounted a person of a very ex- 
emplary conversation, was joined in office 
with him as a teacher of the same church. 

These for some years went on hand 
in hand, as fellow-laborers in the gospel. 
But whereas the members of the church 
whereof these were officers, lived partly at 
Chabaquidick, and partly on the main island 
of Martha’s Vineyard, at some miles distance, 
and it was found on that account difficult for 
the church with its officers to meet at one 
place, it was at length agreed that the said 
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church with its officers should divide into 
two: Hiacoomes and Joshua Mamachegin, 
one of the ruling elders, taking charge of that 
part which was at Chabaquidick, (where they 
now dwell) and John Tackanash and John 
Nohnoso taking charge of that on the main 
island of the Vineyard where they lived. 
And thus they remained two distinct church- 
es, until Hiacoomes, being superannuated, 
was not able longer to carry on the work of 
his ministry; and then both the Indians and 
the English, being well satisfied of the quali- 
fications of Tackanash for his office, and 
there not being a suitable person found to 
take the pastoral charge of the said church 
at Chabaquidick, these two churches became 
one again, under the pastoral care of Tacka- 
nash, Hiacoomes still assisting him as occa- 
sion called. 

Tackanash’s powers were esteemed very 
excellent both by the Indians and English, 
and he diligently endeavored to improve his 
understanding and increase his knowledge. 
To this end he not only followed his study 
and reading closely, but frequently applied 
to the English persons who took care of the 
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Indians here, for their instruction in those 
things wherein he apprehended himself to 
need their aid. 

By the means now mentioned he so in- 
creased in knowledge as to be esteemed infe- 
rior to none of his own nation that have suc- 
ceeded him; and for a preacher, no Indian in 
these parts has been thought equal to him. 

The last time Tackanash administered the 
holy ordinance, I was present, and saw with 
what gravity and seriousness he performed 
the duty, which, though then a youth, I could 
not but specially notice, as did many other 
English persons present. He was then in- 
deed so weak in body as not to be able him- 
self to preach, but desired my father to preach 
for him, which he did, and immediately re- 
- peated to the English then present the heads 
of his discourse. After this our Tackanash 
was never able further to exercise his minis- 
try in public. 

During the time of his ministry he upheld 
and maintained a good: discipline in the 
church, censuring and debarring from ordi- 
nances such as walked disorderly till they 
made due manifestation of repentance. 
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In his last sickness he professed a steadfast 
hope in the mercy of God, through his only 
Saviour Jesus Christ, gave good instructions 
and exhortations to his own family and such 
as came to visit him, and nominated three 
persons to the church, one of whom he de- 
sired might succeed him in the office he was 
now about to lay down. 

He was highly esteemed in his life not only 
by those of his own nation, but by such of our 
English as were acquainted with him. He 
was interred January 23,1683. There were 
a great number of people at his funeral, many 
of whom seemed much to lament his death; 
and two grave and serious speeches were 
made, one by Hiacoomes, the other by good 
Japheth. 

EXAMPLE IV. 

JANAWANNIT, who was formerly minister at 
Nashouohkamuk, and died there about the 
year 1686, was an Indian of good quality, 
being a younger brother of Pamehannit, one 
of their sachems or noblemen, and father of 
the memorable Japheth, to be hereafter men- 
tioned. He was one of the first that em- 
braced the Christian religion in that part of 
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the island, now called Chilmark. He learned 
to read and write, though he had been for a 
considerable time man grown before he had 
an opportunity for it. I am informed by a 
credible person, that lived a considerable 
time in his house, that he was a very diligent 
reader of the Holy Scriptures, and very con- 
stant and serious in his performance of other 
religious duties. He used to read a chapter 
and sing a psalm in his family every morning 
and evening, and also gave frequent exhorta- 
tions to all that were about him. He was a 
most zealous reprover of the sins or errors 
which he either saw or heard of among any 
of his neighbors, and that privately as well as 
in his public ministry. I once, when I was a 
youth, heard him preach and pray, and still 
remember with what zeal and affection he 
expressed himself. Some that were well ac- 
quainted with him have observed that when 
he reproved any person for sin, he would con- 
demn the very first motions of the heart tow- 
ards it, as well as the perpetration of the out- 
ward acts. As he was himself no drinker of 
strong drink, so he was a very zealous re- 
prover of all such as followed after it. 
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I doubt not that as a minister he endeay- 
ored to approve himself unto God and every 
man’s conscience. But so sensible was he of 
his own insufficiency for the great work of 
the ministry to which he was called, that he 
would not ordinarily preach a sermon till he 
had sought and obtained some assistance in 
his preparation for it from the English minis- 
ter that assisted and directed the Indians 
here in their religious affairs. I remember 
that for this purpose he generally waited on 
my father once a week. Those who were 
with this good man in his last sickness re- 
member that he talked like a good and holy 
man, and that he had a firm assurance of his 
own salvation. 


EXAMPLE V. 


Mirrargk was the first Indian minister at 
Gayhead, the west end of Martha’s Vineyard. 

The substance of what I have to report 
concerning this Mittark, whom I here mention 
and instance as a godly man and minister of 
Jesus Christ, I find ready prepared to my 
hand, being penned by my father, who was 
well acquainted with him, and had a very 
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high esteem of him, which account, for sub- 
stance, was published in Dr. Mather’s His- 
tory of New England. 

“Mittark, sachem of Gayhead, deceased 
January 20, 1683. He and his people were 
all in heathenism till about the year 1663, at 
which time it pleased Him who worketh all 
things after the counsel of his own will, to 
call him out of darkness into his marvellous 
light; and his people being on that account 
disaffected to him, he left them and removed 
to the east end of the Island, where after he 
had continued about three years, he returned 
home again and set up a meeting at Gay- 
head, he himself dispensing the word of God 
unto as many as would come to hear him; by 
which means it pleased God to bring over all 
that people to a profession of Christianity.” 


EXAMPLE VI. 


Winitam Lay, or PANuNNUT, at Nashouol 
kamuk, Chilmark, in or about the year 1690, 
was son of a noted Indian called Panunnut, 
who formerly lived on the east end of Mar- 
tha’s Vineyard. This William lived while he 
was a youth with Governor Thomas Mayhew, 
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who was father to the minister of the same 
name, by whose ministry the Indians here 
were first gospelized. 

When he became a man, he married and 
lived many years on the east end of the Isl- 
and, where his father lived, and was soon 
taken notice of as a person of such sobriety 
and discretion, that he was there called to be 
a magistrate among his own countrymen, and 
that with the cqnsent and approbation of the 
English authority on the Island. Nor was he 
then looked on as a mere civilian, but was 
known to be a worshipper of God in his house; 
and being a better singer than most of the 
Indians then were, used to set the tune of the 
psalm in the Indian assembly to which he be- 
longed. 

Being so well disposed a person, when there 
was an Indian church gathered upon the Isl- 
and, he soon offered himself to the commu- 
nion of that society of Christians; and being 
admitted a member of the same, did, so far 
as I can, on the strictest inquiry, understand, 
live according to the rules of that religion 
which he professed, giving no offence to any 
of God’s people to the day of his death. 


Mayhews, 13 
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Mr. Japheth was the chief Indian magis- 
trate on the Island, until he was called to the 
pastoral office on the death of John Tacka- 
nash; but Japheth then laying down the 
office of a civil ruler, this William Lay was 
chosen in his stead, and no Indian on this 
Island ever discharged that trust with more 
fidelity and success. He was in that office a 
great opposer of sin, and did very much as a 
terror to evil-doers, and an encourager of 
them that did well. 

He used to open his courts with solemn 
prayer to God for his direction in the affairs 
to be managed in them; and with an agree- 
able seriousness and gravity attended to the 
business to be heard and tried in them. 

And as he ruled well among those over 
whom he was a magistrate, so he ruled well 
in his own house. He kept his children in 
subjection with all gravity while they dwelt 
at home with him. He prayed constantly 
every evening and morning in his house, and 
seldom failed of reading a chapter and sing- 
ing a psalm before prayer; and all that be- 
longed to the house were expected to attend 
soberly on those exercises. 
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_ He always appeared to have a very cordial 
affection for the English, highly prized their 
labors among the people of his own nation, 
was ready to take advice of them on all occa- 
sions, and earnestly desired a succession of 
English laborers in the Indian harvest. When 
my father died, he earnestly desired me, who 
was then but a youth, to study the Indian 
tongue and become a preacher to them, as 
my father and grandfather had been before 
me; and truly his importunity was none of 
the least of the motives which influenced me 
to engage in that work. 

This godly man was the son of a very pious 
mother, who was living after he himself was 
above sixty years old, though he was the 
youngest of her four or five children; and 
being the survivor of them all, he took a ten- 
der care of her till she died, but a few years 
before him. 

EXAMPLE VII. 

ASSAQUANHUT, alias JOHN SHOHKOW, a ruling 
elder, who died at Christiantown in the year 
1690, was looked on as so pious and discreet 
a man, that on the death of Nohnosoo, the 
first ruling elder of the church of which John 
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Takanash was pastor, he was chosen to sup- 
ply his place in that office, and solemnly set 
apart to that work not long after the said 
Nohnosoo’s death, about the year 1680. 

My father, who was well acquainted with 
the Indians and their affairs, had a very good 
esteem of him. And the most credible and 
discreet among our Indians yet living testify 
that he very faithfully and prudently dis- 
charged the duties of that office to which he 
was separated. 

He charged all his friends and neighbors 
to follow hard after God, told them that they 
should not be weary or faint in their minds, 
but go on sincerely and diligently to seek the 
Lord, and then they might expect to receive 
all needful good from him. 

As to himself, he declared that though his 
sins had been many and great, yet he had 
hope that, through the mercy of .God and 
merits of his Son Jesus Christ, he should ob- 
tain life eternal; and being encouraged and 
influenced by such hopes, he declared his 
willingness to die and go to his God, and con- 
’ tinued calling upon him as long as his ability 
for it lasted. 
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“Mark the perfect man, and behold the 
upright ; for the end of that man is peace.” 


EXAMPLE VIII. 


JOSHUA MOMATCHEGIN, who died at Chaba- 
quidick in or about the year 1703, was es- 
teemed so good and prudent a man, that 
when the first Indian church was gathered on 
Martha’s Vineyard, in the year 1670, he was 
chosen a ruling elder of that church, and was 
by Mr. Eliot and Mr. Cotton set apart to that 
office, John Nohnosoo being also then chosen 
and ordained to the same office. 

But the life and power of religion being 
under great decays among the English, it was 
so among the Indians also, insomuch that in 
a short time there were very few godly per- 
sons left on that little island; and those that 
still remained there with their aged pastor, 
again joined with the other church on the 
main island of the Vineyard, which some 
years before they were a part of; and now 
the Indians at Chabaquidick were in a miser- 
able state. The place being thus unchurched, 
was filled with drunkards instead of the good 
people who had before inhabited it; and these 
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were continually supplied with the hot liquors 
by which they were debauched, from the very 
place whence the people of that island had 
formerly received the good instructions and 
exhortations which had been a medium of 
their happiness. 

EXAMPLE IX. 

Mr. JapyetH Hannit, the third pastor of 
the Indian church on Martha’s Vineyard, who 
died July 29, 1712, was born in or about the 
year 1638, in the place now called Chilmark. 
His father was an Indian of prime quality 
there, named Pamchannit; which name being 
contracted into Hannit only, became after- 
ward the surname of his son Japheth and oth- 
ers of his offspring—a thing very common 
among our Indians. 

Japheth’s father being converted, and so 
becoming a serious and godly man, this son 
had the advantage of a Christian education 
while he was but a child, living in a family 
where God was daily worshipped. 

He married a daughter of a very godly 
man, named Keestumin, and she proved a 
very pious person, and did him good and not 
evil all the days of her life. 
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After the first Indian church was here gath- 
ered in the year 1670, our Japheth made a 
public profession of repentance towards God 
and faith towards our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
joined as a member in full communion. 

He was for a considerable time employed 
in offices civil and military, being first made a 
captain over a company of his own nation, 
and then a magistrate among them; in both 
which places of trust he acted to the accept- 
ance of both the English and Indians: and in 
the time of the war between them, which be- 
gan in the year 1675, and was commonly called 
Phitip’s War, good Japheth was very service- 
able to both those of his own nation and ours 
on this Island; for being firmly set, if possi- 
ble, to maintain and preserve peace between 
the English and Indians here, and being an 
Indian captain, he was employed to observe 
and report how things went among the In- 
dians; and to his faithfulness in the discharge 
of this trust I conceive that the preservation 
of the peace of our Island was very much 
owing, when the people on the main were in 
war and blood. , 

Japheth’s fidelity to the English in this war 
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gained him a high esteem and kind treatment 
among them, he being generally looked on as. 
a godly and discreet man ; and being well ac- 
counted of among the Indians also, they not 
long after this called him to the work of the 
ministry among them. His office of a captain 
he now laid down, but that of a magistrate 
he still sustained for some years after he be- 
gan to preach, none else being thought so fit 
for that trust. 

Being called to the work of the ministry, 
he was very faithful and diligent in it, and 
was esteeraed the best qualified of any Indian 
on the Island not yet in the pastoral office. 
He was therefore by John Tackanash, pastor 
of the Indian church here, in the time of his 
last sickness, nominated as a fit person to suc- 
ceed him in the office which he then expected 
a discharge from; and Tackanash dying Jan- 
uary, 1683-4, the pious Japheth, who much 
lamented his death, made a grave speech at 
his funeral, some of the heads whereof being 
by my father, who heard part of it, preserved 
in writing, are now before me. 

“ We ought,” said he, “to be-very thankful 
to God for sending the gospel to us, who were 
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in utter blindness and ignorance, both we and 
our fathers. Our fathers’ fathers, and their 
fathers, and we were at that time utterly with- 
out any means whereby we might attain the 
knowledge of the only true God. 

“ Before we knew God, when any man died 
we said the man is dead, neither thought we 
anything further, but said he ig dead, and 
mourned for him, and buried him; but now it 
is far otherwise, for now this good man being 
dead, we have hope towards God concerning 
him, believing that God hath received him 
into everlasting rest.” 

Good John Tackanash being thus laid in 
his grave, Mr. Japheth was the next spring 
called to succeed him in the same place and 
office; and in the fulfilment of the ministry 
thus committed to him, he continued about 
twenty-eight years, till the year 1712. 


EXAMPLE X. 


JoasH Panu, pastor of an Indian church in 
Martha’s Vineyard, who died August, 1720, 
when he came to years of discretion set him- 
self on learning to read and write, and with- 
out the help of a school made such proficien- 

14 
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cy in the work which he so happily attempted, 
that he learned to read Indian well, and ad- 
vanced so far in learning to read English also, 
that an English Bible and Concordance were 
of much use to him. He learned to write so 
well that he penned the heads of the sermons 
he preached, as also of those which he heard 
preached by others, and kept in writing mem- 
orandums of such things as he thought should 
not be forgotten. 

He appeared serious while he was but a 
young man, and as soon as he was married, 
without any delay set up the worship of God 
in his family, and also frequently prayed to 
God in secret; especially in the morning when 
he first rose it was his custom thus to do, as 
the pious woman that was his wife, who is 
yet living, assures me. 

He was likewise very diligent in reading 
the Holy Scriptures and such other good 
books as, being in the Indian tongue, he could 
read with advantage; and such as were ac- 
quainted with him, looked on him as a very 
just and honest man in his dealings with his 
neighbors, and one whose word might be re- 
lied on in what he spoke or promised to them. 
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The English as well as the Indians gave him 
this testimony. 

He did not join himself to any particular 
church of Christ as soon as the people of God 
thought him qualified for their communion; 
but being concerned that he might approve 
himself to God in what he did, deferred his 
asking his admission to the privileges of the 
church until he was. himself in some good 
measure. satisfied that he was qualified to en- 
joy them; nor did he ever after his admission 
to them, by any sin or miscarriage, dishonor 
the name of God, or scandalize any of his 
people, but walked worthy of the vocation 
wherewith he was called. 

When he was called to the work of the 
ministry, he studied to approve himself to 
God in that work. He diligently read the 
Scriptures, and studied them; and not being 
furnished with Commentaries, was the more 
frequent in asking the meaning of difficult 
places in them, and used also to propound | 
many other profitable questions about the 
things of God and his kingdom. He was a 
most zealous preacher against the sins of 
his own countrymen, crying aloud, and not 
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sparing to show the people their transgres- 
sions. And by the just complaints he some- 
times made of the wickedness of many of his 
neighbors, [ cannot but think he was one that 
did sigh and cry for all their abominations. 
Nor did he thus show the people their sins 
without letting them know how they might be 
saved from them. He preached Jesus Christ 
to his hearers, showing them who he was, and 
how he came into the world to save his peo- 
ple from their sins, and what he did and suf- 
fered to that end; as also how sinful men 
might come to have an interest in him, and 
in all the benefits which by his righteous life 
and bitter death he purchased for them; and 
what would become of all those that refused 
to comply with the terms of the gospel. 
Being so good a man and so faithful a 
preacher, when Mr. Sowamog died, who was 
Mr. Japheth’s immediate successor in the 
pastoral office, the flock over which these had 
been overseers could think of no fitter person 
to fill that vacancy than this Joash; to him, 
therefore, they committed the care of their 
souls, and he was accordingly solemnly or- 
dained to be their pastor in the year 1716, and 
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faithfully discharged the trust committed to 
him. 

He was humbly sensible of his insufficiency 
for the great work to which he was called, 
complained much of his own ignorance and 
want of learning, and would sometimes say to 
a person whom he thought’ to have more 
knowledge than himself, “I would desire you 
to instruct me in my duty, and show me how 
the affairs of the church ought to be man- 
aged: we Indians are ignorant, and know not 
what to do without counsel and direction from 
the English.” He constantly asked and re- 
ceived advice in his management of church 
affairs. 

Being thus willing to learn, he seemed daily 
to increase in knowledge, and I believe grew 
in grace also. The longer he continued in 
the work of the ministry, the more zealous 
and earnest his discourses appeared to be; 
nor were his sermons unstudied discourses, 
but had many very good things in them, and 
these delivered in something of order and 
method. 

In his discipline he constantly bore testi- 
mony against all the unfruitful works of dark- 
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ness, very zealously reproving offenders, and 
endeavoring to reclaim and reform them. 
Drunkenness especially was a sin which he 
did most earnestly testify against; he spake 
of it with the greatest indignation, and could 
hardly believe that it was lawful for Chris- 
tians so much as to taste of those liquors, by 
the drinking whereof God is so much dishon- 
ored and so many souls are destroyed. In 
discoursing of strong drink and drunkenness, 
he made great use of that text, “Wine is a 
mocker, and strong drink is raging: he that 
is deceived thereby is not wise;” and he used 
in his prayer to lament that there were so 
many drunkards among the people of his own 
nation. 

His church visiting him a little before his 
death, he earnestly exhorted them to perse- 
vere in the fear and service of the Lord their 
God; and at their desire gave them his dying 
counsel respecting a successor in the pastoral 
care and charge of their souls. 
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CHAPTER VII. 


FIVE INDIAN MEN, NOTINANY CHURCH 
OFFICE, WHO HAVE APPEARED TO BE 
Dew bY Prous: 


EXAMPLE I. 


Miongso0, an Indian of Nunpang, within 
the bounds of Edgartown, was converted in 
the year 1646. 

After the memorable Hiacoomes had em- 
braced the Christian religion in the year 1643, 
he joined Mr. Mayhew, by whom he had been 
instructed in the gospel, in earnest endeavors 
to make it known to the rest of the Indians 
living on the same island; but for the present 
_ they could only treat with the Indians in a 
private way about the things of God, a public 
audience not being yet attainable: nor were 
there many of them who were privately in- 
structed, who seemed much to regard the 
great things of God’s law, but rather looked 
on them as a strange thing; and especially 
the sachems, and chief men among the Indians, 
would not give any countenance to that reli- 
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gion which was then proposed to them; but 
most of them either openly or secretly op- 
posed it. 

About this time Miohqsoo, being the chief 
man of the place where he lived, sent a mes- 
senger in the night, about five or six miles, 
to Hiacoomes, entreating him to come to him; 
and Hiacoomes receiving the message about 
break of day, readily went. When he came, 
many Indians were gathered together, and 
among them was Tauwuhquatuck, the chief 
sachem of that end of the Island. 

Hiacoomes being come, Miohqsoo gladly 
received him, and told him what he desired 
of him: that he would show his heart to 
them, and let them know how it stood tow- 
ards God, and what they ought to do. 

Hiacoomes very gladly embraced this call 
and opportunity to instruct them, declaring 
to them all things which he himself had learn- 
ed concerning God the Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, showing them what this God did for 
mankind, and what was their duty towards 
him. 

Having finished his speech, Miohqsoo, ask- 
ed him, “How many gods the English wor- 
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shipped # Hiacoomes answered, “One, and no 
more.” Whereupon Miohqsoo reckoned up 
about thirty-seven principal gods which he 
had; “And shall I,” said he, “throw away all 
these thirty-seven for the sake of one only ?” 
“What do you yourself think?” said Hia- 
coomes: “For my part I have thrown away 
all these, and many more, some years ago, 
and yet I am preserved, as you see this day.” 
“You speak true,’ said Miohqsoo, “and 
therefore I will throw away all my gods too, 
and serve that one God with you.” 

Miohqsoo having thus spoken, Hiacoomes 
proceeded more fully to instruct him and the 
rest of the company with him, and as Miohq- 
soo desired, opened his heart to them. He 
told them that he did fear the great God only, 
and did greatly reverence his Son, who had 
suffered death to satisfy the wrath of God for 
all those that trust in him and forsake their 
sinful ways; and that the Spirit of God did 
work these things in the hearts of the children 
of men. He told them also, that he was very 
sorry for his own sins, and desired to be re- 
deemed through Jesus Christ from them, and 
to walk according to God’s commandments. 
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Hiacoomes also now told these ‘his poor 
countrymen of the sin and fall of Adam, and 
what a dreadful estate mankind were thereby 
brought into; and also boldly reckoned up 
their own sins to them, and charged them 
home on them, as that of having many gods, 
and going after Pawaws. And having thus 
opened his heart to his hearers, he concluded 
his discourse by telling them, that if they 
could obtain such hearts as, through grace, 
he had, they should receive such mercies as 
he did. 

This sermon of Hiacoomes being ended, 
several of his hearers were much affected ; 
and some of them said that now they had 
seen their sins. 

Miohgsoo having promised, as above said, 
to worship the true God, and serve him only, 
was as good as his word, for he lived as a 
true servant of God all the remainder of his 
life. Upon diligent inquiry of such as knew 
him, I cannot understand that he was ever 
known to be guilty of any considerable fault 
efter he made a profession of religion, but 
lived in all respects like a good Christian. 

One thing in particular, wherein the sincere 
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piety of Miohqsoo was discovered, I shall 
here relate. An Indian of some note coming 
hither from the main, good Miohqsoo fell into 
a discourse with him, and told him many of 
the great truths of God, and of his Son, 
wherein he had been instructed; declaring 
also to him what a foolish and sinful people 
the Indians were, and how they might obtain 
the pardon of all their sins, through Jesus 
Christ, the only Saviour of sinful men; show- 
ing him likewise what a good life those lived, 
who were indeed the saved of the Lord. And 
so greatly were they both affected with these - 
things, that they continued their discourse for 
near twenty-four hours together, till their 
strength was so spent that they could dis- 
course no longer. - : 

_ Among the things which Miohqsoo now 
said was this one. That true believers lived 
above the world, and kept worldly things un- 
der their feet; and this he said appeared in 
that, when they were either increased or di- 
minished, it was the cause of neither their 
great Joy nor sorrow; neither did they stoop 
'so low as to regard them, but stood upright, 
with their hearts heavenward, their whole de- 
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sire being after God, and their joy in him 
only. : 

Miohqsoo himself being so good a man, 
was very desirous that his children should be 
so likewise; and to this end he committed 
two of them, a son and a daughter, to the 
special care and charge of Mr. Mayhew, be- 
ing desirous that they should be well instruct- 
ed. The son Mr. Mayhew took with him, 
when he undertook that voyage for England, 
in which he was lost, and all that went with 
him in the ship, in the year 1657. 

After this Miohqsoo lived many years, until 
he arrived to a great age, and was looked on 
as a wise and good man, both by the English 
and Indians that knew him. He frequently 
served his generation in the place of a magis- 
trate, and was esteemed faithful in the dis- 
charge of that trust. 


EXAMPLE II. 


TAWANQUATUCK was the first Indian sachem 
that became a Christian on Martha’s Vineyard. 

This person was the’ chief sachem on the 
east end of the Vineyard, where the Eng- 
lish first settled in the year 1642. 
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He was kind to the English at their first 
coming, and was, as I have been informed, 
willing to let them have land to settle on; but 
several of his council, or chief men, called in 
Indian Ahtoskouaog, being much against his 
selling any land to these new-comers, he to 
quiet them, gave several parts of his sachem- 
ship to them, and then sold to the English a 
considerable part of what he reserved to him- 
self, to make the settlement now called Ed- 
gartown. 

But though this sachem was thus kind to 
the English, he did not presently see reason 
to embrace their religion; neither was he one 
of them that appeared as an enemy thereto, , 
wishing, as it seems, to consider well what he 
did in a matter of so great importance. 

However, in the year 1646, when Miohqsoo 
invited Hiacoomes to come to his house and 
instruct him in the religion which he professed, 
this Tawanquatuck was present as an auditor, 
with several other Indians, and in a short 
time after invited Mr. Mayhew to preach pub- 
licly to his people, and he himself became a 
constant hearer. 

On Mr. Mayhew’s first going to preach to 
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the Indians on this invitation, the sachem 
told him, “That a long time ago the Indians 
had wise men among them, that did in a 
grave manner teach the people knowledge; 
but they,” said he, “are dead, and their wis- 
dom is buried with them; and now men live 
a giddy life in ignorance till they are white- 
headed, and though ripe in years, yet they 
go without wisdom to their graves.” 

He also told Mr. Mayhew that he wonder- 
ed the English should have been almost thirty 
years in the country, and yet the Indians fools 
still; but said he hoped the time of knowledge 
was now come. He then also (others joining 
with him in it) desired Mr. Mayhew to preach 
in a stated course to the Indians, to make 
known the Word of God to them; and soon 
after, going to Mr. Mayhew to encourage him 
to comply with his request, told him that he 
should be to them as one that stands by a 
running river, filling many vessels: ‘“ Even 
so,” said he, “shall you fill us with everlast- 
ing knowledge.” 

He likewise told Mr. Mayhew, that the rea- 
son why he desired him to preach to the In- 
dians was, because he was desirous that the 
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Indians should grow more in goodness, and 

that their posterity might inherit blessings 
after he was dead; and that he himself was 
also desirous to put the word of God to his 
heart, and to repent of and throw away 
his sins, that so, after he should cease to 
live here, he might enjoy eternal life in 
heaven. | 

Mr. Mayhew complying with the pious re- 
quest of this good sachem, and preaching to 
him and as many of his people as were willing 
to come to hear him, the sachem was hated 
and persecuted by such as were yet enemies 
to the Christian religion among the Indians. 
I give one instance of his sufferings, in Mr. 
Mayhew’s own words, written about three 
years afterwards. 

“We had not long continued our meetings,” 
he says, “before the Sagamore Tawanqua- 
tuck met with a sad trial: for being at a weare, 
where some Indians were fishing, where also 
there was an English man present, as he lay 
along on a mat on the ground asleep by a lit- 
tle light fire, the night being very dark, an In- 
dian came down, and being about six or eight 
paces off, let fly a broad-headed arrow, pur- 
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posing in all probability to drench the deadly 
arrow in his heart’s blood; but the Lord pre- 
vented it; for, instead of the heart he hit the 
eyebrow and nose, which, like a brow of steel, 
turned the point of the arrow. A great stir 
there was presently ; the sagamore sat up and 
bled much, but was, through the mercy of 
God, not much hurt. The darkness of the 
night hid the murderer, and he was not dis- 
covered. 

“The next morning I went to see the saga- 
more, and found him praising God for his 
ereat deliverance, both himself and all the 
Indians wondering that he was alive. The 
cause of his being shot, as the Indians said, 
was his going with the English; and it is also 
conceived, both by them and us, that ‘his for- 
wardness for the meeting was one thing; 
which, with the experience I have had of him, 
gives me matter of strong persuasion, that 
he bears in his brow the marks of the Lord 
Jesus.” 

About a year and a half after Mr. Mayhew’s 
writing this account, a great number of the 
praying Indians, of whom this Tawanquatuck 
was one of the most eminent, entered into a 
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solemn covenant to serve the true God, and 
him only; which covenant was at their request 
by Mr. Mayhew written in their own language 
for them, and a copy of it was soon after pub- 
lished in a letter of his own to the corpo- 
ration. 

The praying Indians also about the same 
time earnestly desired that Christian civil gov- 
ernment might be set up over them, and that 
transgressions of the law of God might be. 
punished according to the rules of his word, 
as Mr. Mayhew has in his letter declared; 
which being, according to their desire, some 
time after done, this Tawanquatuck became a 
Christian magistrate among the people, over 
whom he had before ruled as an Indian 
sachem, and, so far as I can learn, faithfully 
discharged that trust so long as God continu- 
ed his life. 

All, both Indians and English that I can 
meet with, who knew anything of this man 
while he lived, give him the testimony, that 
he continued all his days to be a person of a 
blameless conversation. He died, I think, 


about the year 1670. 
16 
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EXAMPLE IIl. 


YonoHHUMUH, who died at Gayhead in the 
year 1698, was an Ohtoskow, or one of the 
Indian nobility, being a counsellor to Mittark. 
But it is much more to his honor that he be- 
came a Christian and a godly man not long 
after the same change in his sachem himself. 

He was accounted a very just and honest 
man in his dealings, and a man of great pru- 
dence and moderation, and very courteous 
and obliging to all. | 

He was a man of great industry, one who 
labored diligently with his hands, and taught 
his children to work also; and with their help 
raised yearly a good store of corn, beans, and 
other provisions. 

He was observed to be a person of remark- 
able charity, used to give very liberally to the 
poor of such things as he had, and was far 
from bringing the curse of the people on him © 
by withholding corn from them: so far from 
not selling it, that he was willing, if there were 
occasion, to give it freely. 

He was a praying man, as appeared not 
only by his joining with the people of God in 
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their public and solemn worship, but also in 
that he prayed devoutly in his own family, as 
all that fear God and desire his favor ought 
to do. ce 

He frequently at his own charges made 
feasts, to which many poor people were in- 
vited and satisfied with bread; and that their 
souls might be fed also at the same time, he 
used to take care that they might then also 
have the bread of life broken to them, and 
always desired some minister to preach a ser- 
mon on these occasions. 

When he lay on his death-bed, but a few 
days before he died, Peter Ohquonhut, a 
Christian Indian, now a minister worthy of 
credit, going to his house to visit him, put 
some questions to him, which, with the an- 
swers he gave to them, here follow. 

Perer. Do you believe that there is a 
God? | 

YonoHHumuH. Yes, I believe that there is 
indeed a great God whose name is Jehovah, 
and that he created the world and all things 
in it. 

PerEr. Do you know that you have sinned 
against the God that made you? 
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Yon. Yes, indeed I do; I know I have 
committed many and great sins against 
him. 

Prter. Are you sensible that for your sins 
you deserve to be punished ? 

Yon. Yes, I know that my sins have de- 
served that I should be cast into hell. 

Prrer. Have you then any hope of being 
saved? And if so, by whom, and how? 

Yon. I have been informed that God sent 
his Son into the world to redeem and save 
sinful men, and that such as come to him by 
true faith and repentance are saved from 
wrath by him; and on this I ground my hope 
for salvation. 

Prrer. Do you then repent of your sins, 
and by faith come to Christ, simce you hope 
for salvation in this way? 

Yon. Yes, I do; I come, and come again to 
Christ, (or keep coming to him,) and 1 mourn 
for my sins, and entreat him to pardon them, 
and cleanse me from them. (And now burst- 
ing into tears, he was not able for some time 
to say anything more.) 

Yon. Had God but one Son, and no 


more ? 
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Peter. He had but one. He gave his only- 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life. eres 

Yon. Oh, the wonderful love of God! that 
having but one Son, he was willing to give 
him to suffer and die for us miserable sinners, 
that so we might live through him. 

I am assured that he continued steadfast 
in the faith to the last, praying earnestly to 
God and waiting for his salvation. 


EXAMPLE IVY. 


ABEL WAUWOMPUHQUE, Senior, who died at 
Nashowohkamuk in the year 1713, was a 
brother of the Sachem Mittark, mentioned 
in Chapter VI., Example V. 

He was among the first that embraced 
Christianity in the place where he lived and 
died; nor did he ever after, that I can hear 
of, give grounds to doubt his being a sincere, 
godly man. | 

He was either one of the very first of our 
Indians that confederated to serve the Lord 
in a particular church-state, in attendance on 
all his ordinances, or else joined in that soci- 
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ety soon after it was gathered, in the year 
1670; and having thus professed subjection 
to the Gospel, he walked as became a person 
professing godliness. 7 

He used to read the Holy Scriptures in 
his family, and prayed daily to God with them ; 
‘and was also very constant in his attendance 
on the public worship and ordinances of God, 
and appeared very devout and serious there- 
in. 

He was a zealous reprover of the sins of the 
times in which he lived, especially the sin of 
drunkenness he did abhor, and earnestly tes- 
tified against it. 

He could not endure contention among 
brethren, but earnestly endeavored to pro- 
mote peace and unity among them. When 
therefore at church-meetings he saw there 
was danger of discord, he would rise and say, 
“Be at peace one with another ; consider that 
Christ hath said to you, ‘Peace I leave with 
you, my peace I give unto you.’” 

He was sometimes called to the office of a 
magistrate among the people of his own na- 
tion, and was a terror to evil-doers when he 
was in that place of trust. 
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So excellent a gift of prayer had he, that 
our Indian ministers sometimes invited him 
to pray in public, as on days of fasting and 
prayer, and on the Lord’s day also; and J 
have myself heard him with much satisfac- 
tion. — 

He used to sing psalms in his house while 
he had a family of his own to join him in that 
godly exercise ; and after he was blind with 
age, and lived among his children, he contin- 
ued to praise the name of God by singing to 
himself such psalms as he had learned by 
heart, as particularly part of the 18th, the 
118th, and the 122d. 

He used to talk very piously and prudently 
while he had the perfect use of his under- 
standing; and though he lived to so great 
an age that his reason and memory at last 
in some measure failed, yet his piety and: 
charity even then appeared in his conversa- 
tion; and he had by faith such a prospect of 
thipgs invisible and eternal, as made him very 
willing to leave this world, that so he might 
enter into the enjoyment of them. 

I believe none who knew this man ques- 
tioned his sincere piety. “The hoary head 
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is a crown of glory, when found in the way of 
righteousness.” 


EXAMPLE V. 


Henry AHHUNNUT or JANNOHQUISSOO was an 
old man, who died at Christian Town, Dec. 
17, 1724. While this Henry was but a young 
man, meeting with some trouble on Martha's 
Vineyard which made his mind uneasy, he 
left the Island, and travelled about from one 
place to another. At length coming to Na- 
tick, and there abiding one winter at least, 
hearing the word of God preached, and be- 
holding the order of the Indian church, which 
had been some time before that settled there 
by the renowned Mr. John Eliot, whom our 
Henry sometimes heard preaching to the In- 
dians, the effect of his enjoying these advan- 
tages was, that he believed the things which 
he heard, was awakened, and became a pean- 
tamaenin, a praying man; and being such a 
one, he professed subjection to the gospel of 
Christ, and was admitted as a member in full 
communion of the church. 

Having returned to Martha’s Vineyard, mn 
there married a woman called Dinah, who 
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proved a good wife and a good Christian; 
the same who is mentioned Chapter VIIL., 
Example 2. By this woman he was much 
encouraged in the ways of God and religion; 
and his conversation was, so far as I can 
learn, constantly ordered as became the gos- 
pel. 

He was diligent and steady in his business, 
laboring constantly with his hands to provide 
for his family. He prayed daily in his house, 
and brought up his children in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord, and several of 
them died very hopefully, two of them being 
briefly mentioned in their mother’s life. He 
was also very constant in his attendance on 
the public worship and ordinances of God. 

Having been myself long and well ac- 
quainted with him, I can freely testify that he 
always appeared to me to be a very serious 
man. I have divers times heard him pray 
very affectionately and understandingly, and 
I have also frequently heard him discourse 
very piously. He often lamented the sins of 
his own countrymen, but especially that of 
drunkenness; which evil, as he carefully ab- 
stained from it, so he earnestly testified against 
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it in others. Indeed, he had a commendable 
courage and boldness in reproving the sins of 
his neighbors, of which courage he made even 
his superiors sensible when there was occasion 
for it. 

He had a heart to glorify God under afflict- 
ive dispensations, owning his wisdom, sov- 
ereignty, and goodness in them. Two or three 
years before his death he had a son drowned, 
if not murdered, (which latter the poor old 
man and some others suspected,) and it was 
much to be feared that he perished in his 
sins. This was a most afflictive Providence 
to the aged father, a fiery trial very hard to 
be endured. But while he was under this 
sore affliction, lamenting the loss he had sus- 
tained, and relating the sorrowful circumstan- 
ces with which it was attended, he told me 
that he quieted himself with the consideration 
that what had befallen him was ordered by 
God, who ever doeth all things well; and that 
having vowed to love his God as long as he 
lived, he was still resolved that he would do 
so, notwithstanding what was now come on 
him. : 

Observing not long before his death his 
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constant and diligent attendance on the pub- 
lic worship and ordinances of God, notwith- 
standing his great age and many bodily in- 
‘firmities, I one day asked him whether he 
experienced any pleasure and delight in hear- 
ing the Word of God and attending on the 
ordinances of his worship. “Yes, very great,” 
said he to me. I also then asked him con- 
cerning his hope of future blessedness, and 
he told me that he had a strong hope, and 
mentioned the merits and sufferings of Jesus 
Christ as the ground and foundation of that 
hope. I asked him whether he found that he 
obtained a deliverance from under that power 
and dominion of sin to which mankind are 
naturally subject. To which he replied that 
formerly he found his lusts and corruptions 
very strong, but of latter years God had given 
him strength against them. “ How long is it,” 
said I to him, “since God has so helped you?” 
“J think about twenty years,” replied he to 
me. 

He was sick but a few days before he died, 
and I am well informed that he called much 
on God while he lay sick, and that declaring 
his expectations of death, he received the 
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same joyfully, professing that he hoped to 
enjoy life eternal through Jesus Christ his only 
Saviour. He also gave much good counsel te 
his son, who took care of him in his sickness, 
exhorting him to be a constant and diligent 
seeker of the Lord his God. 
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CHAR TER -y LIF. 


TEN INDIAN WOMEN WHO HAVE BEEN 
JUSTLY ESTEEMED RELIGIOUS. 


EXAMPLE I. 


WUTTUNUNOHKOMKOOH, who was the wife of 
Pamchannit, and the mother of the memora- 
ble Japheth, died about the year 1675. 

Considering whose mother she was, and 
what may be related concerning her, it will 
not be thought strange that I have mentioned 
her as my first example of women fearing God. 

As soon as she heard of the devotions of 
the English, who settled on the east end of 
Martha’s Vineyard in the year 1642, at a con- 
siderable distance from where she lived, she 
said that they were worshippers of the same 
God to whom she had prayed; and when Mr. 
Mayhew began to preach the word of God to 
the Indians on the Island, she readily be- 
lieved and embraced it. 

This woman thus becoming a Christian, 
lived like such a one all the remainder of her 
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life, which was well nigh thirty years; never, 
that I can learn, on the strictest inquiry, do- 
ing anything which might be an occasion of 
stumbling to such as were acquainted with 
her, but in all respects ordering her conver- 
sation as becomes the gospel. 

Her husband also being, on the preaching 
of the gospel, soon converted to Christianity, 
they lived together as joint-heirs of the grace 
of life, constantly worshipping the true and 
eternal God, both publicly and privately, and 
bringing up their children in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord. 

Her piety was further manifested in that, 
as she seriously joined with others in the wor- 
ship of God, she was not ashamed herself vo- 
cally to call on him when it was proper and 
convenient. There are yet several living wit- 
nesses of the serious and fervent prayers that 
this woman offered up to the Lord. 

As piety towards God was one part of her 
- character, charity towards her neighbors was 
another; and of this latter she was an emi- 
nent example. I have been credibly informed 
that she was so courteous and obliging to all 
those who were about her, or whom she had 
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anything to do with, that herein she could 
scarcely be paralleled, and that she was un- 
wearied in going about and doing good among 
the poor, and in communicating to them such 
good things as she was able to bestow. 

She was low in stature, and withal of a most 
lowly mind, and so exactly answered her 
name, which signifies a humble or lowly 
woman. She discovered nothing of pride in 
her deportment, unless it were in honoring 
herself by a very regular conversation. I 
doubt not but, as she lived the life of the 
righteous, so her last end was hke his. 


EXAMPLE II. 


Dinan AuHuNNUT died at Nashowohkamuk 
in or about. the year 1684. 

The father of this woman was, as I am in- 
formed, a praying Indian, who lived at Mon- 
ument, and was called by the Indians Panu- 
pubquah. 


She married Henry ‘Auhontan alias Jan- 


nohquissoo, with whom she lived many years, 
and had several children, to whom she was a 
kind and tender mother, till God took her 
from them. 


& 
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She was a person of a very blameless life, 
and her good works praised her. She was a 
remarkable example of kindness and charity 
to her neighbors, ready on all occasions to 
visit and help them, This testimony some of 
her English neighbors, as well as many In- 
dians, gave her. 

She was much given to hospitality, being 
always ready to entertain in her house such 
as Providence called her to receive into it. 

She living some years near my father’s 
house while I was a youth, the family could 
not but observe that she was a very cour- 
teous, discreet, and diligent woman, seldom 
went abroad, but was at home attending to 
her own business, except when duty called 
her to go out. She was a woman that feared 
the Lord, and such a one is to be praised. 

She not only with her husband constantly 
worshipped God in the family, but also pub- 
licly and solemnly avouched him to be her 
God, and gave up herself unto him to be his, 
to love, fear, and serve him for ever, and to 
expect from him all she stood in need of. 

Being joined in full communion with the 
church of which Jokn Tackanash was the 
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faithful pastor, she highly prized and dili- 
gently improved the privilege which she 
therein enjoyed, constantly and seriously at- 
tending the worship and ordinances of God 
in his house, and therein showing.her love to 
God and his word and ways. 

Her piety was also further manifested in 
the care she took to bring up her children in 
the knowledge and fear of the Lord, by her 
constant endeavors to instruct them in Reli- 
gion, and pressing them to the duties in the 
Word of God required of them, And there 
was, through grace, a good effect of her ef- 
forts to do them good, several of them after- 
wards appearing to be pious, especially two 
of her sons that died some time after, when 
they were but about sixteen or seventeen 
years old, concerning one of which Master 
Japheth said he had scarce ever known so 
ereat faith in so young a person. The name 
of this youth was Elisha, and that of the 
other, Nathan ; but these youths dying on the 
main, whither their father carried them after 
their mother’s death, 1 cannot give a more 
particular account of them. 

The husband of the good woman told me 

18 
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but a few months before he died, that he had 
great reason to praise her, as such a wife as 
whoso findeth, findeth a good thing, and ob- 
taineth favor of the Lord, and as one that 
greatly helped and encouraged him in the 
ways of God and religion. He said she not 
only excited him to pray without ceasing to 
God, but prayed herself in the family when 
he was not present. 

She died of a fever, which in a few days 
carried her out of the world. In the time of 
her sickness her reliance was on the Son of 
God as her only Saviour for the everlasting 
mercies which she needed; and with hands 
and eyes lifted up towards heaven, she ear- 
nestly called upon God that for his sake she 
might see and enjoy his kingdom; and then 
with great seriousness and affection exhorted 
all about her to seek the Lord while he might 
be found, and eall upon him while he was yet 
near. | Pw 

Blessed is that servant whom his Lord 
when he cometh shall find so doing. 
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EXAMPLE III. 


Hannau AHHUNNUT, who died at Nashouoh- 
kamuk, alias Chilmark, in or about the year 
1704, commonly called by the Indians Pak- 
kehtau, was a daughter of an Indian who for- 
merly lived in Jokame, now Tisbury. 

Her first husband’s name was John Momo- 
nequem, a very worthy man, a preacher of 
the word of God, and a ruling elder of the 
church of which Master Japheth Hannit was 
the pastor. He was sent to preach the gos- 
pel to the Indians at Dartmouth, and there 
died many years since. 

The Hannah of whom I am speaking being 
there left a widow, returned again to Martha’s 
Vineyard, the place of her nativity. She was 
a member of the church of which her hus- 
band was a ruling elder while he lived; and 
T am informed lived very blamelessly from the 
time she first joined it to the end of her life. 

She was a person of good knowledge in the 
things of God, was able to read the Scrip- 
tures and other good books translated into 
the Indian tongue, and I have heard her 
speak very understandingly and seriously in 
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matters of religion and about the state of her 
own soul. 

She constantly attended public worship and 
ordinances, was often much affected while 
waiting on God in the duties of his house, 
and was observed, by those acquainted with 
her, to make conscience of retiring for secret 
prayer. I have heard an English woman, 
with whom she labored some time, give this 
testimony. 

Her second husband, Job Aba ee whom 
I look upon as a godly man, affirms that she 
gave herself much to prayer, that she encour- 
aged him in his duty towards God, and used 
to pray constantly in the family when he was 
abroad. 

She very frequently instructed those of her 
own sex, young people especially, and was 
merciful to the poor, though she was not her- 
self rich, and would very often extend her 
charity towards them by bestowing on them 
such things as she had. 

She was remarkable for her willingness 
and ability to be helpful to the sick, whom 
she often visited, carrying such things to 
them and doing such things for them as she 
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saw needful. Being looked upon as a woman 
of prayer, and one who had an interest in 
heaven, persons of her own sex used to desire 
her to pray with and for them when in their 
sickness she visited them. 

She seemed to have a great veneration for 
the ministers of God, showing by her practice 
that she accounted them worthy of double 
honor, esteeming them highly for their work's 
sake, and communicating to them in all such 
temporal things as God had bestowed on her. 


EXAMPLE IV. 

AxziaaiL, called by the Indians Ammapoo, 
who died at Sanchecantacket in Edgartown, 
1710, was the daughter of a petty sachem of 
Holmes’ Hole, called Cheshchaamog, and a 
sister of Caleb Cheshchaamog, who took a — 
degree in Harvard College in the year 1665. 
When she became a woman, she married 
Wunnannauhkomun, a godly minister; but 
though she was esteemed worthy to be a wife 
of such a husband, yet she made not a public 
profession of religion until after the gathering 
of the first Indian church on Martha’s Vine- 
yard in the year 1679. 
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She used, while her husband lived, to pray 
in the family in his absence, and frequently 
gave good counsel to her children. 

After she had lived so long with her hus- 
band that the eldest of their three daughters 
was married, he died and left her a widow; but 
just as he was going out of the world, asked 
his wife and daughters to tell him what peti- 
tions he should put up to God for them. The 
mother, her daughters joining her, requested 
him to pray for spiritual blessings for her and 
them, which he did accordingly, as is related 
in his Life. 

Being thus left a widow, she lived with her 
children, and used to pray with them, and 
frequently gave them many good instructions, 
as two of them yet living do testify. 

As she prayed much at other times, so she 
made God her refuge in trials, calling on him 
without fainting ; and experiencing the mercy 
of God herself, she was very merciful to the 
poor, being, according to her ability, ready to 
distribute and willing to communicate. 

She delighted much in going to the house 
of God, and was a diligent instructor of her 
grandchildren, as well as of her own, earnestly 
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exhorting them to love and fear God, and be- 
lieve in Jesus Christ their only Saviour. She 
lived to see some good effects of her pious en- 
deavors in this way; nor did she neglect to in- 
struct and exhort other ignorant persons. 

When she prayed, she was careful not to 
forget her enemies, and would seldom fail of 
putting up some good petitions for them; 
and as she prayed for them, so she sought 
opportunities to do them good, and would 
sometimes say, that that was the way in which 
people should “heap coals of fire” on the 
heads of them that hated them. 

She often spoke of this world as not our 
resting-place, and of herself and others as — 
strangers and pilgrims in it. But of heaven 
she used to talk as a place of excellent glory, 
where God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 
dwell, and from which the holy angels come to 
minister to the saints on earth, and to which 
they would at their death convey them. And of 
death she would sometimes speak as the hand 
of God, by which his people were removed 
into a better place than this; and would also 
call it a ferryman, by which we have our pas- 
sage out of this life into the next. 
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EXAMPLE V. 


Hannau CuHarues, who died in Tisbury in 
the year 1711, was a daughter of good Deacon 
Jonathan Amos and Rachel his wife. Her 
godly parents taught her to read, and gave 
her a religious education; and she, through 
orace, made a good improvement of these ad- 
vantages. 

Marrying Amos Charles, who proved a lover 
of strong drink, she was sometimes drawn 
into bad company by him; but it was not 
long before, being convinced of all her sins, 
she reformed what was amiss, made a public 
profession of religion, and joined herself as a 
member in full communion of the church of 
which Master Japheth Hannit was the pastor. 

Being now a believing wife, she endeavored 
to save her husband; she prev ailed with him 
to worship God in his family, and do some 
other things that were good and commenda- 
ble; but his religion did not hold out to the 
end: his lust for strong drink prevailed much 
over him; and after the death of his good | 
wife he seemed worse than ever. But she, 
having the true fear of God in her heart, 
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never would depart from him. She went lit- 
tle abroad, but tarried at home with her chil- 
dren, laboring diligently to provide for them 
the necessaries of life. She also faithfully 
instructed them; and when her husband was 
not at home, prayed with them. 

Being sick a considerable while before she 
died, she acknowledged her utter unworthi- 
ness of. God’s favor, and magnified his mercy 
in that he had not for her many sins utterly 
cast her away, but had been long waiting 
that he might be gracious to her, and had 
done much for her in order to her salvation ; 
and she was very solicitous that she might 
not receive all this grace of God in vain. 

She called often and earnestly upon God, 
entreating him to pardon all her sins, and be 
reconeiled to her soul through the merits of 
his dear Son, her only Saviour. 

She earnestly exhorted her husband and 
other relations, to seek the Lord while he 
might be found, to call upon him while he was 
yet near, and to depart from all iniquity. 

She told them that she would not have 
them to be much concerned about her, but 
be willing to part with her, as she was now 
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willing to die and leave them and all the en- 
joyments of the world, as well as all the evils 
and sorrows in it; that so she might go to her 
God, and enter into everlasting rest and peace, 
as through his mercy she hoped to do; add- 
ing, that she and they might again see one 
another with much joy, if they would truly 
love and serve the Lord their God. 

I shall only add, that our English people 
who were acquainted with this woman, give 
her a very good character. 


EXAMPLE VI. 


Apian Paaonrr, who died in Chilmark in 
the year 1712, was the eldest daughter of 
good Deacon Jonathan Amos and Rachel his 
wife; who, though they had no son, yet had 
a great blessing in their children, the most of 
them proving very pious persons. 

Her godly parents took care to teach her 
to read when she was a child, and otherwise 
well instructed her; so that she had knowl- 
edge in the things of God, and was, I think, 
from her very childhood, a sober and religious 
person. 

Elisha Paaonit, the minister, was her second 


RELIGIOUS WOMEN. 147 


husband, as she was his second wife; and 
they were both very happy in the marriage 
in which they were joined. She was a help- 
meet to him, reverenced him, took great care 
of him, and deported herself in all respects 
towards him as a minister’s wife should do. 

She was remarkable for her love of the 
house and ordinances of God; no light thing 
could hinder or detain her from an attendance 
on them; and when she enjoyed them, she 
appeared to be most devout and serious, be- 
ing often much affected at public prayexs, 
sermons, and sacraments. 

She was well-known to be a praying wom- 
an. She prayed constantly in her family in 
her husband’s absence; and often with sick 
women and children, when there were occa- 
sions for it; yea, in such esteem was she held 
for the gift as well as the spirit of prayer, 
wherewith the Holy Ghost had favored her, 
that when there was any special occasion for 
prayer, where any number of women were 
met together, she was commonly the person 
\pitched upon to be their mouth to God, to 
make known their requests to him. 

She was remarkable for her forwardness to 
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entertain religious discourse, and for her abil- 
ity to manage it to the edification of those 
with whom she conversed; and though she 
was a woman of commendable industry, yet if 
any of her neighbors came in to visit her, she 
would ordinarily lay aside her work, that she 
might sit and discourse with them; and her 
discourses on such occasions were not vain 
and frothy, but such as were good for the 
use of edifying, and might administer grace 
to the hearers. 

As she drew near her end, she had such 
foretastes of the joys of the heavenly world, 
as made her willing and desirous to leave 
this; and having experienced such a mercy, 
she comforted her relations whom she was to 
leave behind her, and-earnestly exhorted them 
to go on to seck the Lord their God, and to 
be sure never to depart from him. e04 


EXAMPLE VII. 


Momcxuquannum, who died at Sanchekan- 
tacket in Edgartown, in the year 1715, was the 
wife of a praying Indian, and the mother of 
Thomas Sissetome, an Indian minister, who 
went from Martha’s Vineyard to preach the 
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gospel on the Main, I think at a place called 
Nammasohket, and died there in 1724. 

She was one of the first who embraced the 
Christian religion in the place where she lived, 
I suppose more than fifty years before she 
died; and by the best information that I can 
get, lived a sober and godly life ever after ; 
but I think did not make a public profession 
of that faith and repentance of which she was 
long before thought to be the subject, till 
after Japheth was ordained, which was in the 
year 1683. 

Being admitted to full communion with the 
church of Christ in all the ordinances of the 
gospel, she highly prized, and diligently im- 
proved the advantages she enjoyed, constantly 
attending on the ministry of the word as that 
spiritual food whereby she was to be nourish- 
ed to life eternal. 

She appeared to profit by the privileges 
which she enjoyed; for out of the abundance 
that was in her heart her mouth continually 
uttered words which were good for the use of 
edifying, and might administer grace to the 
hearers; and the longer she lived, the more 
she did this. 


150 THE MAYHEWS. 


She was both able and willing to give good 
instructions and exhortations to such as need- 
ed them, especially to young men and women, 
whom she frequently admonished for their 
faults, and excited to their duty. 

She testified against the sins of the times 
wherein she lived, particularly against that of 
drunkenness, and would not have any fellow- 
ship with such unfruitful works of darkness. 

She was always, from her conversion to the 
day of her death, a praying woman; not only 
joining others in prayer when duty called, but 
herself calling audibly upon God as occasion 
required, and in her devotions she appeared 
to be very fervent. . 

As she prayed, so she gave alms of such 
things as she had; and though being a poor 
widow she could give no more than two mites, 
yet she seemed to make conscience of doing — 
that; and the most miserable and helpless 
were those to whom her charity was chiefly 
extended. Blessed are the merciful, for they 
shall obtain mercy. 
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EXAMPLE VIII. 


Saran, formerly the wife of Master Japheth 
Hannit, who died March, 1716, was the daugh- 
ter of a godly man, named Kestumin, the 
same being afterwards deacon of the church 
of which good Hiacoomes was pastor. She 
was married to Japheth while she was young, 
yet she did not, until several years after, make 
a public profession of religion, and join, as a 
member in full communion, the church of 
Christ whereof her own husband afterwards 
became the pastor. 

She was chaste, a keeper at home, that 
minded her own business, and meddled not 
with what belonged to others; and so no 
_ busybody or talebearer. 

She was one of those wise women that 
builded the house, and not of the foolish ones 
that plucked it down with their hands. The 
fair and large wigwam in which she and her 
husband lived, was a great part of it her own 
work; the mats or platted straw, flags and 
rushes with which it was covered, being 
wrought by her own hands; and those of 
them that appeared within the house, were 
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neatly embroidered with the inner barks of 
walnut-trees artificially softened, and dyed of 
several colors; so that her house was. not in- 
ferior to those of the sachems. 

The house thus built was kept clean and 
neat, all things in it being in their proper 
places; the clothing of the family being also 
clean and whole, as by many has been ob- 
served; and in particular, this virtuous wom- 
an’s husband was constantly so well clothed, 
that he was always fit to go into the best 
company, and was known in the gates when 
he sat among the elders of his people. But 
though she served with Martha, yet was she 
not so “careful and troubled about many 
things,” as not with Mary to choose the one 
thing needful, even that good part not to be 
taken away from her. 

Though she could not read very well, yet 
she was not discouraged from making the 
best use of books she was capable of. Mr. 
Perkins’ Six Principles of Religion having 
been translated into the Indian tongue, she 
took great delight in reading it. - 

She was careful to bring up her children in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord, fre- 
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quently gave them good instructions, and ex- 
horted them to the great duties of religion, 
particularly that of secret prayer to God. 

She had, in times past, frequently discoursed 
of the woful condition into which, by the sin 
of our first parents, mankind were fallen; but 
when her end was approaching, she seemed 
with more than ordinary earnestness to en- 
deavor to affect her own heart, and the hearts 
of all about her, with a deep sense of the guilt 
and corruption whereinto all the posterity of 
the first Adam had, by his apostasy, been 
plunged ; and proceeded to magnify the riches 
of God’s grace, in finding out and providing 
the way for the salvation of sinners which 1s 
revealed in the gospel, declaring in general 
terms what that way is: redemption by the 
blood of Christ, the only Son of God. 


EXAMPLE IX. 


JERUSHA OMPAN, who died in Tisbury, Sep- 
tember 18, 1721, was a daughter of religious 
parents, Josiah Patumpan and Ruth his wife, 
Josiah being sometimes employed in dispen- 
sing the word of God to his countrymen on 
Martha’s Vineyard. 
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She seemed to have the fear of God in her 
heart while she was but a young girl, and was 
very dutiful to her parents. 

She was a person of remarkable industry, 
laboring daily with her hands for her liveli- 
hood. She did not appear to affect gay and 
costly clothing, as many of the Indian maids 
do, yet was always clean and neat in her ap- 
parel, wearing such things as were suitable to 
her own condition and circumstances. 

She delighted in going to the assemblies of 
God’s people, and used to attend the exercises 
in them with a very becoming sobriety, as 
both myself and others have frequently ob- 
served. 

She much delighted in reading, and if she 
could not get time in the day, she would not 
ordinarily fail of reading in the night, and 
for that end always used to be provided with 
something to make a light. 

She used to ask serious questions in mat- 
ters of religion, as particularly of one she in- 
quired whether Adam had free-will before his 
fall, and how his sin came to be imputed and 
propagated to his posterity, and how we might 
be delivered from it; and, lastly, how she 
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ought to order her prayers with respect to 
it. i 
She was, I think, by all that knew her, both 
English and Indians, esteemed a person of a 
very blameless conversation. Some of her 
English neighbors that used to employ her 
bear her witness that she was a person of great 
_ Integrity, true to her word, just and honest in 
her dealings, and of a most obliging temper. 

She died of a lingering disease; and as her 
outward man gradually decayed, so it ap- 
peared. that her inner man was renewed day 
by day. Her conversation was very pious 
and edifying. She talked of heaven as a place 
of transcendent excellence and glory. She 
declared that if she were clothed with’ the 
righteousness of Christ, that would entitle her 
to the blessedness which is to be enjoyed in 
the kingdom of God, and that his resurrection 
would raise her from a state of sin and death 
to an eternal life of glory. 

As she discoursed piously, so she prayed 
earnestly to God for the mercies she needed. 
Some of the expressions which she used, her 
father having penned in Indian and put into 
my hand, I here insert in English: 
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“T beseech thee, O my God, to pardon all 
my sins before I die, for I know that I shall 
not recover or live longer in this world; nor 
are my desires after any of the things here 
below, but I do most earnestly crave thy par- 
doning mercy, through the death of thy Son 
Jesus Christ. 

“For verily thy death, O Christ, is sufficient 
for the salvation of my soul from death, when 
the time of my death cometh. And when I 
die, I. beseech thee, O my Redeemer, to re- 
ceive my soul and raise it up to thy heavenly 
rest. Thus have mercy on me, O my God, 
and then I know that when my time ends in 
this world, I shall be exceedingly happy in 
thy house for ever.” 

About a week before she died, she thought 
her mind began to fail; at which she seemed 
to be troubled, and prayed to God that he 
would continue her reason while he continued 
her life; and the Lord granted her request. 

Several persons that were with her in the 
two or three last days of her life, with one— 
consent assure me that she enjoyed much 
consolation in her soul, and declared her will- 
ingness to leave her earthly house of this tab- 
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ernacle, and go to that not made with hands, 
eternal in the heavens. 


EXAMPLE X. 


Mary CosHomon, who died in Chilmark, 
March, 1721, was a daughter of pious parents, 
Deacon Jonathan Amos and his wife, who 
taught her to read, and instructed her well in 
the principles of true religion ; and she, so 
far as I can learn, was of a sober and reg- 
ular conversation from her youth up. 

When she came to years of discretion, she 
used to ask her parents serious questions on 
religious subjects, desiring to be instructed 
by them in the things of God and his king- 
dom. 

She married Eliab Coshomon, since a 
preacher of the Word of God to the Indians 
in Chilmark; and as soon as she became his 
wife, she encouraged him constantly to up- 
hold the worship of God in his house, and 
used herself to pray in the family when he 
was not at home. 

When she had been married about two 
years, she began to express a deep sense of 
the obligations lying upon her publicly and 
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solemnly to devote herself to the fear and 
service of God, in an attendance on all the 
ordinances of his instituted worship. She 
then said, that when she saw the people of 
God sitting at his table, and enjoying commu- 
nion with him, she thought with herself, that 
if she did not draw nigh to him here in the 
- great duties in which his people were bound 
to wait on him, she should be excluded from 
his presence in the world to come; that she 
should not be admitted into the company of 
such as would be then happy in the enjoy- 
ment of him, but only see them afar off, she 
herself being shut out from among them. 

She also said that she looked on the officers 
of the church of Christ as dressers of the 
trees planted in God’s vineyard, and that she 
greatly needed to be under such cultivation, 
by instructions, admonitions, and reproofs, as 
members of churches might expect to receive. 
Such thoughts as these drew many tears from 
her eyes when she saw the Lord’s Supper 
administered, and caused her to seek ear- 
nestly to God to prepare her for the privileges 
which she enjoyed. 

Having opened her case to some Indian 
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ministers that lodged at the house one night 
after the sacrament, and having received coun- 
sel and advice from them, she was readily ad- 
mitted to a participation of all the ordinances 
of the gospel, having in order thereto made a 
profession of the faith and repentance which 
God by his good Spirit had wrought in her 
soul. 

Some time after her admission to those 
privileges, she declared to her husband that 
she had found rest and comfort in the enjoy- 
ment of them, but said that she must notwith- 
standing expect to meet with troubles and 
temptations while she remained here in the 
world; that she desired him to be helpful to 
her under them; and that in order to his 
being the more so, he would give up himself 
to God, and submit to those rules which Christ 
had commanded his disciples to follow; and 
this duty she continued to press on him, un- 
til he, not long after, joined the church as a 
member in full communion. 

But though a desire of being under disci- 
pline in the church was one thing that made 
this good woman seek to become a member of 
it, yet being so, she walked blamelessly from 
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the time of her first admission to the day of 
her death. 

She was a great lover of the house and ordi- 
nances of God, would never unnecessarily stay 
from them, and appeared very serious and 
devout while she attended them. 

She was a diligent instructor of her chil- 
dren; and one little girl in particular, which 
she could not send to school because there 
was none near, she herself taught to read and 
say her catechism competently well by the 
time she was six years old, and otherwise 
faithfully instructed her. 

She prayed without ceasing to God for the 
mercies she needed, and did not neglect to 
pray for others also; sometimes in her pray- 
ers saying to God that she had no righteous- 
ness of her own to recommend her. to his 
favor, but must, with the poor publican, smite 
upon her breast, and say, “Lord, be merciful 
to me a Sinner.” 

Not long before she died, she gave much 
good counsel to her husband and children. 
She entreated him to be sure to endeavor to 
keep a fear and awe of God alive in his heart; 
for, said she, “if that be wanting, you will soon 
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fall into sin, and that will bring evil upon you; 
but if God should at any time suffer you to be 
overcome by temptations so as to sin against 
him, see that you be not discouraged so as to 
despair of his mercy, for so your condition 
will be exceeding miserable.” 

Having finished the counsel which she gave 
to her friends, she spent much of her few re- 
maining hours in speaking and praying to her 
God. 

Thus she lived, and, we trust, does now 
through faith and patience inherit the prom- 
ises. 


Mayhews. IM) 
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CHAPTER IX. 


EARLY PIETY EXEMPLIFIED IN TEN 
INDIAN YOUNG PERSONS WHO HAVE 
APPEARED TO BE TRULY PIOUS. 


EXAMPLE I. 


ApicatL Manuut, who died at Nashouohka- 
muk, in or about the year 1685, when she was 
about twenty years old, was a daughter of 
John Ammanhut, an Indian minister, and a 
sister of Hosea Manhut, now one of the pas- 
tors of the Indian church on the west end of 
Martha’s Vineyard. She was piously educa- 
ted by her father and mother, who were both 
esteemed godly persons; and she herself ap- 
peared to be pious from her childhood. 

She was taught to read well while she was 
young, and delighted much in reading the 
Scriptures and other good books. She also 
loved to go to meeting and hear the word of 
God preached, was a strict observer of God's 
holy day, seriously attended the worship of 
God in the family to which she belonged, and 
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was always very dutiful and obedient to her 
parents. 

She had not, so far as appeared, any fel- 
lowship with the unfruitful works of darkness ; 
but was, on the contrary, a zealous reprover 
of them. Her relations yet living affirm that 
she used boldness and courage in reproving 
them when she knew them to be in fault. 

Those acquainted with her also affirm that 
she used frequently to pray by herself, and 
that when ske had none with her but chil- 
dren, she was sometimes found praying with 
them. 

She used to speak very seriously about God 
and another life; and having learned of her 
mother, with whom she lived after her father’s 
death, to sing psalm-tunes, she used not only 
to sing with the rest of the family before 
morning and evening prayer, but was also fre- 
quently heard singing psalms by herself. 

When she was near to death she was sen- 
sible of it, and told those about her that she 
should now presently leave them, but seemed 
not at all surprised at the approach of the 
king of terrors. She comforted her relations 
by telling them that she was willing to die, as 
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being persuaded that she was now going to 
God, in whose presence there is fulness of 
joy; yea, she rejoiced that that happy time 
had now come. She also exhorted and en- 
- couraged those about her to love God and 
live to him, telling them how good and profit- 
able it is so to do. 


EXAMPLE II. 


JosEPH NaHNOsoo, who died at Nashouoh- 
kamuk, now Chilmark, in the year 1685, when 
he was about twenty years old, was a son of 
good John Nahnosoo; and some time after 
the death of his father he was committed to 
the care of Master Japheth Hannit, with 
whom he dwelt several of the last years of 
his life. 

He was taught to read both English and 
Indian, was well instructed, and spent much 
time in reading and meditation, and seemed 
to delight therein ; nor did he appear to be 
any way viciously inclined. 

When good Japheth was at any time gone 
from home, this sober and pious young man 
read the Scriptures, prayed, and sung psalms 
in the family, as Japheth did when with them. 
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When he was taken with a fever, he quickly 
declared his apprehension that that sickness 
would end his life, and withal expressed his 
willingness to submit to the will of God. He 
confessed his sins, lamented them, and prayed 
earnestly to God for pardon and cleansing 
from them. 

He declared his firm belief of the great 
truths revealed in the Word of God, particu- 
larly those which relate to the person of Jesus 
Christ, and his mediation between God and 
sinners, and professed that he relied on the 
mercy of God through him. 

He exhorted all that were about him to 
pray constantly and earnestly to God, to lay 
hold of him, and cleave continually to him; 
and so died, hoping in the Lord. 

Good Japheth, from whom I received a con- 
siderable part of what I have written concern- 
ing this young man, was exceedingly troubled 
by his death, as having had great hopes of 
his proving very serviceable among his own 
countrymen; but God had otherwise deter- 
mined. | 
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EXAMPLE III. 


ELEAzar Onnumun, died at Gayhead in or 
about the year 1698, when he was sixteen 
years old. His parents, Caleb Ohhumuh and 
Deborah his wife, sent him to school while 
he was a young boy; and he made such pro- 
ficiency, that he soon read well, and could 
write a legible hand. He also learned his cat- 
echism by heart, and well understood the first 
principles of the oracles of God. 

He was taught to call upon the name of the 
Lord while he was but a child, as many of our 
Indian children have been, which has proved 
of great advantage to them. 

Not only his own parents, but Elisha also, 
an Indian minister of Gayhead, who was his 
uncle, used to instruct him. 

All that knew him bear witness that hee ap- 
peared sober and serious from his very child- 
hood; and his mother, who is a professor of 
godliness, and I hope a good woman, informs 
me that he used frequently of his own accord 
to pray to God while he was very young, and 
used also to tell others that they ought to do 
so. I am likewise informed, that when he 
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came to years of discretion, he used frequently 
to retire, as was supposed, to pray in secret 
to God, being sometimes found kneeling in 
prayer. 

The father of this lad being somewhat 
addicted to strong drink, so that he was by 
bad neighbors often drawn into the company 
of such as inflame themselves therewith, the 
pious youth laid grievously to heart his sin 
and error; and often went to the places where 
his father was drinking, and with such ear- 
nestness and so many tears entreated him to 
leave his drinking company and go home to 
his own house, that the father was not able to 
withstand the importunity of his afflicted child, 
and when he came home, owned the victory 
which his son had obtained over him. 

Such was his consistent deportment, that 
all who knew him took notice of it, especially 
while he attended the worship of God, either 
in public or in the family. 

Sometimes he requested his father, when 
the hour for family prayer came, to permit 
him to call on the name of the Lord; which 
desire his father willingly granting, he dis- 
charged the duty with such understanding, 


168 ' THE MAYHEWS. 


gravity, and affection as showed that he had 
the Spirit of God helping his infirmities, and 
that he was no stranger to the duty of prayer. 

While sick, the good hopes this youth had 
that it would be well with him after death, 
did not make him remiss in preparation fcr 
his end. As long as he was able, he was read- 
ing and meditating on what he read. He also 
called frequently and earnestly on God for 
the mercies he needed, especially for the par- 
don of all his sins, through the mediation of 
Jesus Christ his only Saviour. 

He also-sent for the elders of the church, 
Master Japheth and many others, to come and 
pray with him, not to request that he might 
live longer in the world, (for he thought that 
God had determined the contrary, and de- 
clared his willingness to submit to his sov- 
erelgn pleasure,) but that he might be pre- 
pared for his great change. 

The ministers, meeting on this occasion, 
talked with him about the state of his soul, 
and received great satisfaction respecting the 
reasons of his hope; some of them saying 
they had scarcely ever seen so bright an ex- 
ample of piety in so young a person. 
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Not long after this, the youth perceiving 
himself nigh to death, sent for some of the 
neighbors to come and commit him to God, or 
as he expressed it, give him a lift towards 
heaven; which, according to his desire, they 
did, then also singing a psalm of praise to 
God his Saviour: with which he being well 
pleased, and not able to show it by joining 
with his voice, showed it by laying hold with 
his hand on the book out of which they read 
and sung, and keeping hold of it till the psalm 
was finished, all the while with a most cheer- 
ful countenance. — | 

Soon after this exercise was over, the pious 
young man, looking up towards heaven, and 
smiling as though he saw something that 
greatly delighted and comforted him, surren- 
dered his soul into the hands of his Redeemer. 

Some who were with him when he died 
have told me that they thought themselves as 
sure that he went to heaven when he left this 
world, as though they had seen the angels of 
God come down and convoy him to that place 
of glory. 


22 
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EXAMPLE IV. 


WiuuM Tupuavs, who died in the year 1708, 
when he was about twelve years old, was a son 
of Wm. Tuphaus, an Indian of Chilmark, and 
Bethia, a daughter of good Jonathan Amos. 

His godly parents, especially his mother, 
being an intelligent and pious woman, instruct- 
ed him and their other children while young, 
endeavoring to teach them to know God and 
call upon him. And this boy had been for a 
considerable time before his death a very 
orderly and obedient child; and his friends 
observed that he frequently retired into some 
place by himself for secret prayer to God. 

Once, when a younger brother of his was 
suddenly taken very sick, and bis mother had 
no one but him with her, he said to her, “ Leé 
us pray ;’ and immediately began to call upon 
the Lord, humbly confessing his own sins and 
utter unworthiness of the least of God’s favors, 
and begging the pardon of them; praying also 
that God would renew.and sanctify him, and 
teach and enable him to do his duty. Then 
he prayed for his sick brother, that God would 
spare his life, and that he might be taught to 
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know and serve the Lord; but that, if his 
brother were then to die, God would have 
mercy on him, and save him with an eternal 
salvation. He also prayed for his poor afilict- 
ed mother, that she might be comforted and 
enabled to endure the trial. He prayed also 
for his absent father, that God would preserve 
him, endue him with his grace, and make him 
meet for his eternal kingdom; and then pray- 
ed for all his other relations, that they might 
be partakers of special and saving mercies. 
He also prayed for all mankind, particularly 
for little children, that they might find mercy 
with God; and in these prayers he pleaded 
the merits and intercession of Jesus Christ 
the Son of God and only Saviour of sinners. 
This was when he was about ten years old. 

After this youth had thus prayed, he ap- 
peared yet more serious than formerly. He 
did not any longer deport himself like a young 
boy, but rather like a man of years, who had 
his heart seasoned with the grace of God. He 
kept at home and took care of the affairs of 
'the house when his father was gone abrogd 
to work, and was as dutiful to his parents as 
any child could be. 
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The mother of this lad took notice that 
when his father began to eat without asking a 
blessing, which he sometimes did, he used to 
go out and not begin to eat when the rest of 
the family did; but at length she perceived 
that he went by himself to pray to God and 
perform the duty which her husband had 
neglected. 

On the day he died, a little before it was 
heht, his mother perceived he was awake, 
and heard him praying to God, but in a low 
voice, as he had done before during the time 
of his sickness. At length, when his prayer 
was ended, she spoke to him, and asked him 
if he were awake; to which replying that he 
was, and was not sleepy, she told him it was 
good to wake early in the morning, and to 
think upon God and upon the things of an- 
other world. He thanked her for what she 
had said to him; then appearing ill and full 
of pain, he prayed God to pardon all his sins, 
to renew and sanctify him by his Holy Spirit, 
and fit him for his eternal and heavenly king- 
dom. He earnestly entreated that God would 
not cast him off, and pleaded the merits and 
intercession of Jesus Christ, in whom he said 
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-he put his trust, as the only Saviour of sin- 
ners and refuge of his soul. 

When he had thus prayed, his mother per- 
ceiving that he looked very earnestly upon _ 
her, asked him if he wished anything. “Yes,” 
said he, “I have a great desire you should 
once more pray for me.” She very readily 
complied with his request, and says she was 
enabled not only to ask the mercies which she 
thought he then needed, but to resign him up 
to the God who had lent him to her, and to 
give her consent that he should take him 
away from her, if so it seemed good in his 
sight. 

Having thus resigned him to God, she per- 
ceiving that he was nigh to death, presently 
sent for his grandfather, Jonathan Amos, to 
come and pray with and for him; which he 
having with much affection done, the pious 
youth soon.expired. 


EXAMPLE V. 


Beruta TupHavs, who died in the year 1704, 
when not quite four years old, was a sister of 
the youth last spoken of. Her godly father 
and mother began to instruct her in the things 
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of God as soon as she was in any measure 
capable of understanding them; and it seems 
that these endeavors of her godly parents to 
make good impressions on the young heart of 
their little daughter had, by God’s blessing, 
the desired effect. She seemed to take much 
notice of what they said to her, as though she 
desired to receive instruction and to know her 
duty. 

When she was very young, her father being 
sick and nigh to death, her mother saw her 
kneeling in the room where he lay, and soon 
perceived that she was praying; first confess- 
ing her sins and unworthiness to speak to the 
Lord, and then entreating him to have mercy 
on, and pardon and save her mother. She 
then prayed God to have mercy on her sick 
father; and that if it were not the will of God 
that he should recover and live longer in the 
world, he would please to give him life eternal 
in heaven with himself. Then she prayed 
for her little brothers, and for all other little 
children, that God would bless and save 
them. 

This was the first time that this child was 
observed to call upon God; but after this, her 
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mother frequently heard her praying, and that 
with more enlargement than at first. 

Her pious grandfather was from home when 
she drew nigh to death, and did not return 
till after she was speechless; but on his com- 
ing, he commended her to God by prayer; 
and soon after he had so done, she left this 
world, I trust for the heavenly kingdom. 


EXAMPLE VI. 


JERUSHA OHQUANHUT, who died November 
14, 1714, in the 18th year of her age, was a 
daughter of Peter Ohquanhut, and Dorcas 
his wife; the said Peter being one of the 
present pastors of the Indian church on the 
west end of Martha’s Vineyard. 

Her parents taught her to read, and her 
catechism, while she was young; they also 
taught her to call upon God; and while she 
was but a child, she used to pray, and was 
very obedient to hey parents. 

When she was scarcely fifteen years old, 
her father endeavoring to pass the Sound in 
a, canoe, was taken by a French privateer and 
earried away; but whither, neither his own 
family nor any one here could tell. 
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- At this his little daughter was exceedingly 
troubled, but at the same time encouraged | 
herself and her relations, in the power, good- 
ness, and providence of God, and expressed 
her dependence on him for the preservation 
and safe return of her father, in his good time. 
She now put her friends in mind how God 
delivered Daniel out of the lions’ den, and the 
three good men out of the fiery furnace into 
which they were cast; and how easy a thing 
it was with God to set her father at liberty, 
and bring him home again to his family. 

Having such a faith, she exercised the same 
in fervent prayer for her father’s return; and 
her mother perceiving that she was now very 
constant and earnest in her secret devotions, 
and knowing that she had been long used to 
call on the Lord, sometimes invited and ‘per- 
suaded her to pray in the family, there being 
none but themselves and little children in it; 
nor was she at a loss how to express herself 
pertinently in the duty, but prayed like one 
that was used to it, as indeed she was, and 
had been for a long time. 

In these addresses to God she prayed with 
much affection, and ordinarily with tears, en- 
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forcing her petitions with proper arguments 
from the Bible, to which she was no stranger; 
nor did she fail of mentioning her father’s 
case in any of the prayers thus sent to God. 

While she was thus earnest with God for 
the return of her father, he put it into the 
hearts of the French to release him and set 
him on shore; and being at liberty, he got 
home to his family at Gayhead, in about a 
month after he was captured. 

This young woman, on the news of her 
father’s return, and that he had already come 
as far as the next town, was exceedingly af- 
fected, and expressed her joy and thankfulness 
to God for his great goodness. 

Not long after this she signified to her pa- 
rents her wish to come to the table of the 
Lord; and giving good evidences of a work 
of grace on her soul, was by the church read- 
ily admitted when she was about fifteen years 
of age; nor did this young woman eyer bring 
reproach on religion, or the church of Christ. 

As she appeared to be very pious when in 
health, so in the sickness of which she died, 
she deported herself as became an heir of 
God’s eternal kingdom. I give the last words 
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she spoke, which being penned by her father, 
were delivered to me in writing: 

“My father, these are my last words to you. 
Worship God fervently, and be not much 
troubled for me. I’m going to my heavenly 
Father; serve God therefore with greater dili- 
gence and fervency than while I was in health. 
And ‘all you my other friends, who I know 
have loved me, and who are also beloved by 
me, if you are sorry for my leaving you, seek 
for me with Jesus Christ, and there you shall 
find me, and with him we shall see one another 
for ever.” 


EXAMPLE VII. 


Lyp1a OnquaNnuut, who died in the year 
1715, when she was five years old, was a sis- 
ter of Jerusha Ohquanhut, last mentioned. 

She was, like her sister, instructed in the 
first principles of religion as soon as she was 
capable of such instructions; and it seems 
that it pleased the Holy Spirit of God, by his 
sanctifying influences, to make very early im- 
pressions on her soul; but it was not till after 
she was taken sick that such things appeared 
in her, as more fully showed her to be a new 
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creature, and an heir of the salvation of which 
those who call on the name of the Lord, have 
the promise. 

Her father being affected with some of the 
expressions she then used, committed them to 
writing, and thereby furnished me with what 
I here further relate concerning her. 

When her mother perceived that she was 
dangerously ill, she wept over her; which the 
sick child observing, she said, “ My mother, 
do not weep, for it is to heaven that I’m go- 
ing. Jerusha is already gone to heaven, and 
now I am going to heaven also.” She farther 
said at the same time, “We must all of us 
die, we must all of us die, we must all of us 
die.” 

Two days after this she called on the Lord, 
and said: “ O God, have mercy on me! O God, 
have mercy on me! O God, have mercy on 
me !” 

A while after she said to her father, “My 
father, I desire you would teach me how I 
ought to pray.” Her father, in answer to her 
requests, taught her several petitions, such as 
he thought suitable for her to make use of; 
and she learned them as fast as she could, 
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with great affection calling on the Lord in the 
words in which she was so directed to pray 
to him, frequently repeating the petitions so 
put up by her. 

At length her friends perceiving that she 
was dying, her father taught her to call upon 
her Saviour in these words, “Lord Jesus 
Christ, receive my soul;” and she most read- 
ily accepting her father’s direction thus to 
commit her spirit into the hands of her Re- 
deemer, did frequently, while she lay dying, 
in these words call upon him; and after she 
was so far spent as not to be able to speak 
audibly, she was supposed to continue so 
praying, her lips moving as long as life re- 
mained. 

Thus this child breathed out her soul into 
the hands of God her Saviour. 


EXAMPLE VIII. 


JANE Pomtt, who died in Nashouohkamuk, 
Chilmark, March, 1716, in the eighteenth year 
of her age, was a daughter of Jesse Pomit, an 
Indian of Gayhead, who died while she was a 
child, and his wife Jane who is yet living in 
Chilmark. 
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She was taught to read while young, and 
was also instructed in her catechism, and her 
mother and grandmother gave her many good 
counsels. Nor were the means used for her 
good lost; for she was obedient to her mother, 
willing to receive instruction, and loved to 
read and go to meeting. 

When she was ten or eleven years old, the 
instructions she had received began to make 
a very observable impression: she would then 
weep and be much affected when spoken to 
about God and another world, seeming to lay 
to heart what was said to her. 

Being arrived to about sixteen years of age, 
she expressed a great desire of enjoying God 
in all his ordinances, and gave so good an ac- 
count of her knowledge of the only true God 
and Jesus Christ whom he hath sent, and the 
experience of a work of grace in her soul, 
that she was admitted to full communion in 
the church of which Master Joash Panu was 
the pastor. Nor did she ever, while she lived, 
sive the church any cause to repent of their 
having admitted her. 

About the time of her being thus admitted 
to the privileges of the church, her mother’s 
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wigwam being gone to ruin, they had no house 
of their own to dwell in, and got entertain- 
ment as they could in the house of others. 
But this way of living did not please the 
daughter, who told her mother that she ear- 
nestly desired that she would again endeavor 
to get a little wigwam to live in; “for,” she 
said, “we cannot worship and serve God so 
constantly and comfortably in the way we are 
in, as we might if we had a house of our own, 
in which we might daily call upon him.” She 
further told her mother, “that being feeble, 
she should on that account choose rather to 
have a house of their own, in which she might 
live and die, than to be in other people's 
houses.” : 

Her mother hearkening to her, and getting 
a little wigwam according to her desire, they 
there lived together, and daily called on God, 
as the daughter had proposed. 

Being settled in their much desired wig- 
wam, the daughter prayed her mother to 
grant her the privilege of sometimes express- 
ing with her voice, the prayers to be jointly 
put up to God by them; which request her 
nother readily and with much pleasure grant- 
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ed, desiring her daughter to pray every even-' 
ing, she taking her turn in the morning. Nor 
was the mother any way disadvantaged, in 
her own apprehensions, by thus joining with 
her daughter, but much edified with the gift 
of prayer wherewith God favored her. She 
has told me that her daughter was able in a 
very suitable manner to express the wants 
and desires of her own soul, and those of 
others whom she was bound to pray for; that 
she generally called upon God with much fer- 
vency and affection, and often with many 
tears poured out her soul before him. 

Bodily weakness increasing apace, this pious 
young woman was never more than twice able 
to attend the administration of the Lord’s 
Supper, after she was admitted to a partici- 
pation in it, though she very much desired to 
partake of it oftener; and yet the comfort she 
received at the table of the Lord, when she 
was enabled to come to it, was great. 

When she came home in the evening the 
first time she was at this feast, she opened 
her mouth in praise to God, that he had 
granted the favor which she had desired of 
him; and said she had comfort and refresh- 
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ment in the duty she had been attending. 
She likewise experienced divine consolation 
the last time she was at the ordinance, and 
declared the same to her relations on her re- 
turn from it; adding, that she thought she 
should no more in this world partake of this 
feast, but that she hoped she should be ad- 
mitted to it in the church above. 

This being in August, she died the next 
spring, being in the mean time very diligent 
in her preparation for the great change 
which she expected and waited for. She 
often called upon God for the mercies she 
needed, not forgetting also to pray for others. 
She greatly encouraged her poor afflicted 
mother, desiring her to put her trust in God, 
and pray without ceasing to him. Mr. Joash, 
her pastor, often visited her, and was well 
satisfied with what she said to him. 

One day, a little before she died, she be- 
moaning her brother whom she was like to 
leave alone, her mother told her she should 
not distress herself about him; God would 
provide for him after her death as well as 
while she lived: upon hearing which, after a 
little pause, she called to her mother and said, 
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“ My mother, I will no more love my brother or 
anything else here, I will love none but Jesus 
Christ.” . 

She accordingly, after this, spoke of this 
world and the enjoyments of it, as things 
which she did not set her heart upon; but 
professing the hope of enjoying ‘everlasting 
mercies through the merits of the Son of 
God her only Saviour, she declared her wil- 
lingness to die and go to the enjoyment of 
them; and so took her leave of this vale of 
tears. 

EXAMPLE IX. 

SARAH Coomes, who died in Chilmark, March 
10, 1723, when she was six years and nine 
months old, had for her great-grandfather, cn 
the father’s side, the memorable Hiacoomes, 
and for her grandfather, good Samuel Coomes ; 
and on her mother’s side she was a grand- 
daughter of Deacon Jonathan Amos. 

Her mother dying some time before her, 
sne lived much with her grandmother, her 
mother’s mother, who carefully instructed 
her, and taught her to call upon God as soon 
as She was capable of receiving such instruc- 
tions. 

24 
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When she asked her grandmother to in- 
struct her, she usually did it in these words, 
“Kukkootammah mannit;” that is, “Teach me 
God, or instruct me concerning him :” and her 
grandmother finding her so willing to hear 
and receive instruction, was as willing to go 
on in the good work which she had so hap- 
pily begun, and in which she had such en- 
couragement. | 

As the child increased in knowledge, she 
appeared to be more and more affected with 
the reality and importance of the truths in 
which she was instructed; and when the 
same were at her desire proposed to her, 
would frequently affirm her belief of their 
truth and certainty, saying, that though she 
could not herself express them, yet she firmly 
believed them. 3 

Nor did this child rest in the bare knowl-_ 
edge of the things she learned, but she en- 
deavored to put the same in practice; and 
evidently appeared to be influenced thereby 
in her life. | 

Her grandmother having frequently ob- 
served that she was unwilling to go to bed 
early in the evening, though she appeared to 
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be very drowsy, and not knowing the reason 
of it, the girl after some time told her, that 
she wished to sit up till her grandfather had 
prayers in the family; and from thencefor- 
ward she used todo so. Nor did she content 
herself with being at family worship, without 
making her address to God by herself alone, 
as her grandmother, and others in the family, 
soon observed. 

She was sick a considerable while before 
she died; and in that time continued to crave 
instruction as to God and the eternal world. 
She in particular expressed her steadfast be- 
lief in Christ’s person, suffering, and interces- 
sion for sinners; and when she prayed, she 
called upon God to have mercy upon her for 
his sake. 

When she drew near her end, she desired 
her grandmother not to be too much grieved 
for her; “for,” said she, “Iam now going to 
God’s house, and when you go too, we shall 
again see one another with joy; and we shall. 
there see others also, who are gone before us, 
leaving us sorrowful here behind them; and 
then we shall be where there is everlasting 
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EXAMPLE X. 


DeEporaH Sissetom, who died at Sanchekan- 
tacket, February 12, 1724, in the fifteenth 
year of her age, was a daughter of Caleb Sis- 
setom; her mother, who died about two years 
before her, having, in the time of her sick- 
ness, sought earnestly to God for mercy. 

The grandmother of Deborah was a pious 
woman, and her father was a godly Indian 
minister, who, when dying, prayed very ear- 
nestly to God for his offspring. 7 

Hearing that Deborah was ill, I visited her, 
and I give here the substance of what she 
said to me, chiefly in answer to such ques- 
tions as I then put to her. 

I found that she well understood the prin- 
ciples of the Christian faith: as the doctrine 
of original sin, the guilt which it brought on 
all mankind, by which man is now naturally 
inclined to that which is evil, and that con- 
tinually ; that she had a distinct understand- 
ing of the doctrine of redemption by Jesus 
Christ; and of the absolute necessity of re- 
generation, in order to the eternal salva- 
tion of sinners, and that without holiness of 
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heart and life, none could have any saving 
benefit by Jesus Christ, or ever enter into the 
kingdom of God. 

She said the mercy of God in giving his 
Son to die fer sinners, and Christ’s love in 
undertaking the work of our redemption, was 
exceeding great, and that mankind are there- 
by brought under the strongest obligations to 
live not to themselves, but to him that died 
for them. 

She declared to me that she repented of all 
her sins, and endeavored to forsake them; 
that she prayed earnestly to God for Christ’s 
sake to pardon them all, and to give her a 
new. heart; and that God would please to con- 
tinue to her the use of her reason as long as 
he continued her life, that so she might be 
able to think of him. ; 

She said she used to pray in secret to God 
before she was sick, but that she had, espe- 
cially since her sickness, prayed earnestly to 
him; that she had taken delight in going to 
meeting, and hearing the word of God preach- 
-ed, and had sometimes been much affected 
with what she heard. | 

She said she hoped she had experienced 
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the sanctifying influences of God’s Spirit on 
her soul, working good affections and desires 
in her; and that she was willing to die when- 
ever it should please God to remove her out 
of this world, as firmly hoping she should ob- 
tain life eternal;. and that when lately she 
thought she was dying, she was not surprised 
with the thoughts of her change, but had 
peace and comfort in her soul. 

After this I frequently saw and talked with 
her, and always found her in such a frame as 
has been expressed. She said that her desire 
of being freed from sin, to which she was sub- 


ject while she was here, and to enjoy the 


blessedness of the heavenly world, caused her 
to desire death rather than life. She seemed 
to me to be rich in faith, and to enjoy great 
peace in believing. 

She gave much good counsel to her rela- 
tives, and told them that she was willing, yea 
desirous to die, as longing to be with her Sav- 
iour; and it is to be hoped that she went to 
him. 


THE VENERABLE’ MAYHEWS, ETC. 


Rev. Dr. PRENTISS, who was preparing a lecture on the 
Mayhews for the Theological Seminary of New York, and 
requested the reading of this little work in proof, says: 
«‘T have read the book with much interest and pleasure. 
The story of the Venerable Mayhews is one of the most 
striking in the annals of missionary zeal. Indeed, I know 
nothing else quite like it. What other instance is there 
of an unbroken succession of devoted missionaries in the 
same family running on for five generations, and through 
a space of more than one hundred and sixty years? Nor 
is the story of the converted Indians less striking than 
that of their godly teachers. Its pictures of simple ear- 
nest faith and piety are exceedingly attractive, and do 
honor to the gospel.” 

Rey. Dr. Wir11am Apams, President of the Theological 
Seminary, New York, says: ‘‘I have read this little vol- 
ume, containing so much of most interesting matter, and 
agree with the opinion expressed by Dr. Prentiss.” 

Rev. Dr. E. P. Roczrs of the Reformed Dutch Church, 
New York, says: ‘‘The history of the godly Mayhews was 
almost new to me in its details, and the memorials of 
their devoted labors among a people so rapidly passing 
away, are very touching. The history is simply but effec- 
tively told, and makes a good contribution to the records 
of the grace of God among the aborigines of this country. 
I feel personally obliged to you for giving me an oppor- 
tunity of becoming acquainted with it.” . 

Rev. Dr. Joun Corron Smirx of the Protestant Episco- 
pal Church, New York, writes: ‘The proofs of this little 
work have interested me exceedingly. I think the publi- 
cation will be very timely while the Indian problem is 
exciting so much interest.” 
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